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Adjutant's   Notes
by Wayne D. Wallace

The Post Executive Committee meeting held November 28,
2006 heard the minutes from the previous meeting and
reports from finance, clubroom and gambling.

The House and Entertainment Committee recommended to
the Executive Committee the need for new 8 foot dining
tables.  Club Manager Lannie Vaughn also mentioned the
need for updated refrigeration equipment.  The Executive
Committee approved the purchase of additional tables and a
refrigerator/freezer.

The 2007 proposed Post Budget was reviewed by the
Executive Committee.  After each area was reviewed, it was
motioned to recommend approval of the 2007 proposed Post
budget to the Post General Membership for their approval
and adoption.

The Executive Committee reviewed all requests for
donations and those approved were recommended for
approval to the Post General Membership.

The Post General Membership meeting held December 5,
2006 heard the minutes from the previous meeting and
reports from Post officers and committee chairmen.

Tery Blahut, Scoutmaster of our Post sponsored Boy Scout
Troop 631 and Mr. Scott Rollings, Assistant Scoutmaster
from Zion Lutheran Church Boy Scout Troop, were present at
the Post General Membership meeting.  Tery mentioned due
to the lack of boys for the scout troop it may have to disband
and turn in their charter.  The only other possibility is to
merge our scout troop with the troop from Zion Lutheran
Church who seem to be receptive to the idea.  Details of
such a merger have to be discussed.

The 2007 proposed Post Budget was presented to the Post
General Memberhip by Budget Committee member, Bud
Redepenning.  Each area of the budget was reviewed with
little discussion.  The 2007 Post Budget was approved by the
Post General Membership.

Adjutant reported Post members Floyd Strube, Roland
Newman and Kirk Kingren had passed away since the last
meeting.

First Vice Commander Gary Munkholm reported (770)
members are signed up for 2007.  We are currently (70)
members ahead of one year ago.  If you are still an unpaid
member for 2007, please remit your dues prior to December
31,2006.  Membership dues increase $10 in January 2007.
In addition, your 2006 member card expires as of December
31, 2006.
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The following Lawful Purpose donations/expenses projected
for December 2006 were approved by the Post General
Membership:

1. Armed Forces Service Center ................................... $500
2. Fort Snelling Memorial Rifle Squad ............................ 300
3. Wild Game Dinner for veterans from Mpls. & St. Cloud
       VAMC's ....................................................................... 500
4. School Patrol Christmas Party .................................... 500
5. City of Anoka (Water/light costs) .............................. 1,400
6. Centerpoint Energy (Gas costs) .................................. 685
7. Christmas Committee, Inc. .......................................... 500
8. Granny's Christmas Closet .......................................... 250
9. Northwest Singing Seniors .......................................... 100
10. U.S. Treasury (Tax on Wagering) ............................... 600
11. Country Flags (Flag set for Girl Scout Troop) ............... 60
12. Assist needy veterans/families ................................. 1,500
13. Emergency money ...................................................... 500

Total taxes paid on gambling proceeds for November 2006:
Minnesota Revenue:  $7,099          U.S. Treasury:  $464

New members accepted by the Post General Membership
were: Adam C. Bebeau, James McCoy and Roger L.
Peterson..  We welcome you into Post 102 gentlemen and
hope to see and meet you at our monthly Post meeting held
the first Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm.

Post 102 extends sincere
sympathy to the families of

FLOYD G. STRUBE
Floyd was a 61 year member of Post 102 and a

World War II Veteran.

ROLAND D. NEWMAN
Roland was a 6 year member of Post 102 and a

World War II Veteran.

KIRK D. KINGREN
Kirk was a 2 year member of Post 102 and a

Vietnam Veteran.
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Howdy Legionnaires,
Happy New Years!  We still have over 100

members that haven’t paid their 2007 dues yet.
Remember, January 10th dues increases by $10.00 so
get them in now and save a few bucks.

December was another busy month.  My dad and I
attended a Christmas lunch for our local National
Guardsmen on December 2nd.  It was sponsored by
TLC toys, who have volunteers that make wooden toys
and distribute them to needy kids.  In this case, the
kids were all from families of deployed National Guard
soldiers.  The kids could pick a toy for themselves and
then one to send to areas of Iraq, where soldiers hand
them out to Iraqin kids.  It was very well attended with
over 300 people, many local dignitaries, soldiers,
fellow donators and even Santa Claus.

Also on December 2nd the Post sponsored our
annual school patrol Christmas party, complete with
popcorn, pop and hot dogs.  Almost 150 young
patrolman had a great time.  The only thing lacking
was Legion volunteers.  Unfortunately, their were just
too many things happening at the same time.  Special
thanks to Al S., Jim H., Bill E., and Joe Z. for doing all
the work, we’ll try harder next year.

On December 9th was our annual veterans wild
game feed.  We think this may have been the largest
one ever.  Thanks to Al Springer for keeping this going
every year, it appears to be growing.  Also thanks to all
the volunteers, from the SAL cooks to the Legionnaire
servers, bingo workers, and to the hunters that provide
the game.  All the Vet's and guests seemed to really
enjoy it.

On December 11th many of the Past Presidents,
Past Commanders and significant others got together
for a Christmas dinner at the Post.  This is the second
year we've tried to bring this group together and it
appears to be catching on.  New this year were
spouses and SAL Past Commanders who certainly
play an important role at our Post.  I (Past Commander
2005-2006) had the pleasure of setting next to Bob
Stewart (Past Commander 1951-1952).  We discussed
the Legion now and the Legion then and all the
changes over the years.  Bob told me when he was
Commander they would only allow women at the Post
for the New Years Eve dance.  Good thing times
change, I've never met a guy at the Post that I would
care to dance with.

Until next time, thanks for all your support!

Commander’s
Column

Darrel Redepenning

Greetings to All,

Our membership now numbers 149, which
is only 18 short of our goal. Let's put forth a
real effort to reach our goal by the end of
the year.

S.A.L. NEWS
   by

Commander Al Amundson

I would like to encourage all of you to help us in our annual S.A.L.
Holiday Food Drive, which runs through the end of December.
Thank you to all who have participated, but we can use a lot more
contributions.  Non-perishable food items may be left in the 'barrel'
in the lobby any time during Club hours. Also, if you bring a 'food
item' or 'cash donation' to any Wednesday Night Dinner you will
have a chance to win a 'Buy 1, Get 1 Free' Dinner coupon.

About a dozen S.A.L volunteers helped with the preparation,
serving and cleanup for the Wild Game Dinner on December 9.
A big Thank You to all who helped. Everyone had a good time and
it was great to see many disabled veterans enjoying themselves.

The Mid-Winter Conference is coming up on Saturday,January 6, at
Milaca. Any S.A.L. member who is interested in attending as a
Delegate from our Squadron should contact Lance Nelson or
myself as soon as possible.

We had a good turnout at our December General Meeting, and I
would like to thank all those who attended. Our next meeting is
Tuesday, January 2, at 7:00 p.m.

I would like to take this opportunity to wish one and all a Very
Happy Holiday Season!

Hope to see you at the New Years Day Brunch.

Until next month... "Whatever it takes"

From the Desk of

Lannie Vaughn
Club Manager:

Just a word of thanks for all the help
everyone has given me thus far.

HAVE A HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Edward B. Cutter
American Legion Post 102

400 West Main St.
Anoka, MN  55303

Lannie Vaughn - Manager                763-421-0883

Hall Rental  •  Catering
Weddings - Banquets - Private Parties
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School Patrol Party
On Saturday, December 2nd we hosted 144 school patrol
kids.  This is an annual event to thank them for being active
in the school patrol program.

The Karaoke was great and the Anoka Police dog and
handler was fantastic as always.

At noon we fed the kids the famous hot dog and chips, and
handed out candy canes and pop.

Thanks to Bill Engstrom, Jim Hays, Joe Zimmerman,  Club
Manager Lannie Vaughn and myself for all the help.  A lot of
popcorn was eaten, but a lot was on the floor too.  Thanks
again for your help.

Thanks to our Legion Post for sponsoring such a great kids
event.

Al Springer
(subbing for Chairman - Cliff Newman)

41st Year – Wild Game Dinner
Yes, since 1965 the Post has been providing a Wild Game
Dinner at our Legion;  started by Warren Feist, Charlie Sell,
Clarence Visneski and Louie Erickson.  I took over in 2000
and have had a great time keeping it going.

This year we had 46 veterans, 16 guests, 9 SAL members
and 9 Legion members.  We served moose, bear, venison
and pheasant – sure was good too.  The SAL did most of the
cooking, headed by Jim Batters and Terry Johnson.

Guests included Anoka County Service Officer Duane
Krueger (assts) Phil O'Donnell and Laura Bartley;  State
Commissioner of Veterans Affairs Clark Dyrud; Dept. Service
Officer Randy Tesdahl; District Commander Alan Karie and
wife Doris; Anoka County Commissioner Dan Erhart and wife
Kathy.

Thanks to Al Parent, Virgil Collins, Mark McCartney, Tim
Kelsey and Greg at Deer Willies for all the meat they donated
to make this one of our best.

Wayne Wallace and crew held Bingo for the veterans from
St. Cloud VA and Mpls. VA – everyone sure had a ball.

Thanks to everyone who helped set up, cook, donate meat,
clean up, call, etc. to make this one of best days for our
veterans.

Al Springer, Chairman

Gift Shop
The Christmas Gift Shop was held Monday, December 4 at
AMRTC; Cutters Choralliers sang several Christmas carols
with alternating directors – Jean Forbord of Coon Rapids and
Larry Phillips of Anoka.  Bars and cookies were provided by
Anoka, Champlin and Coon Rapids Auxiliaries; apples and
candy were also given out and volunteers from each Unit
attended and chatted with the veterans.

A large Christmas bag was given to each veteran with
various items, there were 17 total gift bags. Funds for this
project were collected from the 10th District with District
Chairman Patty Gilbertson of Champlin doing the shopping.

One of the veterans, on behalf of all of them, thanked
everyone for this evening.

ANOKA COUNTY
VETERANS SERVICE OFFICE

GOVERNMENT CENTER
Room 233
2100 3rd Avenue
Anoka, MN 55303-2265

DUANE R. KRUEGER
DIRECTOR

PHIL O'DONNELL
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

LAURA BARTLEY
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

763-323-5290

Renew Membership Early
Volunteer your help for Post, Aux. & SAL Events

Recruit New Members
Attend Membership Meetings

Patronize the Club
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President's Column

Dawn McCrady

Greetings to you all!

I hope you all have a great holiday;  to all of you that go
south for the winter, I hope you all have a fun, safe trip.
Enjoy the warmer weather that the south usually has.  We
will see you in the spring.

New Year's Day will be the New Year's Day Brunch.  I have
enjoyed it each year that I have been able to attend.  I am
looking forward to see you there.  Remember to stop by the
Past Presidents Parley bake sale and bring some delicious
goodies home to enjoy.

I hope the new year brings you all many happy happenings.

by Jan Reiter, Unit 102 Secretary

The regular meeting of Edward B. Cutter American Legion
Auxiliary was held on Tuesday, December 5, 2006 at 7:00
pm.  President Dawn McCrady called our meeting to order.
The prayer, pledge, preamble and singing of Silent Night
opened the meeting.

We had a guest, Gordy Berquist, speak on Charities.  The
Charities Review Council has a pamphlet showing which
charities are acceptable and which ones aren't.  If you would
like to know if your charity is an acceptable one, call 651-
224-7030 to get it.  Thank you Gordy.

Education:  Education week was November 12-18.  We
wrapped 1065 apples on Monday, Nov. 13 and delivered to
schools in Anoka on Nov. 14th.  Cost was $445;  this was
paid by SAL, Post and the Auxiliary.  Mary Cameron thanked
everyone for helping.

Fund Raising:  The Tupperware fundraiser netted a profit of
$365.17.  Hamburger fry in December was $86.75.  Next
Casino trip is Jan. 23 to Hinckley.

Funeral Luncheon:  A funeral lunch was held for Joni Lauck
on Dec. 4th.  We served approximately 60 people.  Hot
dishes, ham sandwiches, salads and cake were served.  A
donation from the family was given.

Home Service:  The Auxiliary will be collecting
commemorative, express mail, foreign and air mail stamps,
picture postcards and S&H stamps.  Trim stamps to 1/4 of an
inch around the entire stamp and leave the stamps on the
postcards.

Junior Activities:  At the Veterans Dinner the junior
president gave a check of $50 for the 10th District Project.
The juniors made Christmas cards for the veterans, to be
handed out at the AMRTC gift shop.  Christmas party not
scheduled yet.  Next junior meeting will be January 20th.

Memorial:  We lost 2 Unit members, Joni Lauck (25 year
member) and Caroline Hatten (41 year member).

Past President's Parley:  Bake Sale on New Years Day,
baked items to be to the club by 10:00 am.

New Business:  Donna Redepenning reported that she had
all the information on the Past President's pictures.  Thank
you Donna.  Kathy Zwerdling has been e-mailing a soldier
from Minnesota (a former boys stater) and a discussion
ensued about helping some of our own soldiers.  A motion
was made to give $50 toward two packages to be sent to two
Minnesota soldiers.  Kathy will do this.

JAN'S JOTTINGS

Past President’s Bake Sale
Just a reminder to Unit 102 Past Presidents to bring their
baked items to the New Years Brunch by 10:00 a.m on New
Years Day.  If you are unable to attend, a monetary donation
would be appreciated.  This is our one and only fund raiser.
The funds are used to support our Nursing Scholarship and
also help pay membership dues of our Gold Star Mothers
and members who are in nursing homes and unable to pay
their dues.

You may mail your donations to me or Treasurer Jeanene
Hayes.  Thank you for your support. If you have any
questions please feel free to call me at 763-754-3800.

Sandy Phillips,
Past President’s Parley Chairman

10421 Palm Street NW
Coon Rapids, MN  55433

Almost There –
Only 15 More Need To Renew!

If you have not yet renewed your 2007 Auxiliary dues –
please send them in now!!  Mail $20 (payable to American
Legion Auxiliary) to: Betty Erickson, 1826 Cressy Ave.,
Anoka, MN 55303.  (If you are planning to attend the New
Years Day Brunch, you may pay your dues that day).

It would be GREAT if Anoka Unit 102 could get GOAL and
ALL TIME HIGH by January 6, 2007 for the 10th District Mid-
Winter Conference in Milaca!!

Waiting to hear from you,
Betty Erickson
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In Memoriam

Joan Carol Lauck

Joni, a 25 year Auxiliary member, was born in Yankton,
South Dakota on October 14, 1936. She passed away
November 30, 2006 at home.

Joni was adopted as a baby by Jerome and Margaret
Schleier, she grew up in St. James, Minnesota with her
also adopted sister Judy, who was 3 years younger – the
two of them had quite an adventurous childhood. Four-
teen years after Joni, the Schleiers had a boy, their
brother Jay.  Joni always said her birth mother was
named Zeta and was a gypsy princess.

In 1953, Joni married Marv Englin, had 4 children, Scot,
Kevin, Lori and Todd and moved to Anoka.  Marv died in
1963 from a drowning accident. Joni and her young
family moved to Coon Rapids, and while working as a
secretary for the School District, met then married Chuck
Lauck in 1971. Chuck was killed in an auto accident in
1981, Joni was seriously injured.

Joni joined the Auxiliary in 1982; she was Spring & Fall
Luncheon Chairman and always worked and brought
food for it; she was Children & Youth Chairman and Co-
chairman; helped with funeral lunches and many other
Unit projects.

Joni also joined the Drill Squad in 1982 until 1987,
marching in all parades and competitions, traveling to
Chicago, Seattle, New Orleans, Cincinnati, San Antonio
and never missed Memorial Day with the group. Joni
especially liked Halloween, dressing in costume and
being out and about. She always had fun marching and
made sure the group had fun too – you never knew what
she would come up with next – and, she never got one
blister, ever – while everyone else wore many band aids!

Joni moved to Anoka (again) 12 years ago and very
much enjoyed decorating her house for every holiday
and season – if you didn’t know what time of year was
getting close – you knew it after visiting her. She also
enjoyed playing pull tabs and shopping with daughter
Lori.

Cancer attacked Joni almost 8 years ago; she recovered
and went 6 years and 1 day before it returned with a
vengeance. Father Riser, retired from Epiphany Church,
spoke very highly of Joni, especially when he said you
really know who a person is by the pain and suffering
they are given in their lifetime.

Edward B. Cutter Unit 102 extends its sympathy to Joni’s
family; children Scot Englin (Cathy), Kevin Englin, Lori
Hesli (Rick), Todd Lauck (Sue); 8 grandchildren; 2 great-
grandchildren; sister Judy Hanson (Ray) and brother Jay
Scheier (Sue). Joni is buried with Chuck at Epiphany
Cemetary in Coon Rapids.

In Memoriam

Caroline Rose Hatten

Caroline, a 41 year Auxiliary member, was born in Burt,
Iowa on February 22, 1918 to Allen and Ruth Carr; she
was preceded in death by husband Elroy and six
brothers. Caroline was a resident of Camelia Rose since
2004 and passed away December 4, 2006.

Caroline grew up in Iowa and knew who Elroy was, but
avoided him by always crossing the street. His friends
dared him to ask Caroline for a date, he did – she
accepted and they were married for 51 years.  They
raised eight children and while they were living in Iowa,
Caroline was President of the Titonka, Iowa HS PTA.

After moving to Anoka and both joining the Post and
Unit (Elroy was a WWII vet in the Navy Seabees serving
in Australia and the Pacific),  they enjoyed all the people
and friends at the Post; and as with most of the
members during the Salad Luncheon era, Caroline
donated food and time.  She was also Past President of
the Knights of Columbus Women’ Auxiliary and Past
President of St. Stephens School PTA.

With 12 brothers and sisters on Elroys side and 13 in
her family, visits back to Iowa were often for the Hatten
family.
During the daytime, “All My Children” and “One Life To
Live” had her attention. Caroline was an avid Minnesota
sports fan; going to Vikings games at the Met, but she
especially loved attending the Twins games also at the
Met.   Another adventure was going to Las Vegas with
friends – but with a twist – they never had hotel
reservations, they just gambled the whole time.

Edward B. Cutter Unit 102 extends its sympathy to
Caroline’s family; children Betty Kane,  Richard (Mavis),
Michael (Suzanne),  Allen (Kandace),  Anne Paul
(Jack), Pat (Cindy),  Suzy Bulow (Tim),  Teresa Carson;
15 grandchildren, 11 great-grandchildren,  4 brothers
and 3 sisters.  Caroline is buried with Elroy at Fort
Snelling National Cemetary.  During the service on
December 9th, “Sweet Caroline” was sung by all.

Membership Eligibility - Any Veteran who served at least one day
of active duty during eligibility dates and your relationship to the
Veteran is by one of the following, you are eligible to join the
Auxiliary.

� Mother
� Wife
� Sister
� Daughter

� Granddaughter
� Great-Granddaughter
� Self
(step-relative also apply)

AUXILIARY UNIT 102
Edward B. Cutter Post 102, Anoka, MN  55303

Ask any
Auxiliary Member
They will be happy

to sign you up.
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Past Commanders and Past Presidents
Christmas Dinner

On December 11th Past Unit 102 Presidents, Past Post 102
Commanders and Past Sons of the American Legion
Commanders and guests met at the Post Club Rooms for a
Christmas Dinner.

The delicious dinner was served by Catering Central to 42
people in all.

Of those in attendance, Bob Stewart was the oldest living
Past Commander serving in 1952-53.  Doris Adkins was the
Unit President who served the longest ago – she was Unit
President in 1959-60 (pictured with Bob, Doris and
Commander Darrel is LaVerne Grosslein, Unit President in
1967-68).  Todd Tranby, Sons of the American Legion, was
also present – he served as Commander in 1995-96
following a long period of inacivity for the Squadron.

There have been six husband and wife teams serving Post
and Unit 102 as Commander and President during the same
year.  Of these, four couples are still living and active with the
Legion and Auxiliary and all were present at the dinner.
They are:  Dick and Dody Schanhaar serving in 1964-1965,
Larry and Sandy Phillips serving in 1994-1995, Cliff and
Cathy Newman serving in 2002-2003, and Darrell and Donna
Redepenning serving in 2005-2006.

A nice selection of items for the Troops was collected at the
dinner and will be sent to Blake Oelschlager, who is a
member of our Post.   Blake will then distribute them among
his unit.   I thank everyone for their items and monetary
donations to help pay for the postage and buy a few extra
items.

It was with much sadness that on this evening we heard of
the death of Past Commander Andy Revering’s wife Tiffany.

Thank you to Co-Chairman Cathy Newman and Al Springer
for helping to put this event together.

Don’t forget the New Years Brunch and Past President’s
Bake Sale on the January 1st.  See you then.

Sandy Phillips
Past President’s Parley Chairman

Past Presidents Parley
BAKE SALE

at
New Years Day Brunch

January 1, 2007

Proceeds to
Parley

Projects!
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p Com
bo
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Jan. 13, 1937:
B

ernie B
ierm

an speaks
to C

om
m

ercial C
lub

A
H

S
 football team
present.

1931:
A

noka beats E
lk R

iver
in basketball gam

e
refereed by

B
ronco N

agurski.

1921:
N

ew
 M

illinery S
hop

(M
iss Josephine C

ronin)
opens on M

ain S
treet.

K
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8-11 p

m

K
arao

ke
8-11 p

m

K
arao

ke
8-11 p

m
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u
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er
“o
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g
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