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Memorial Day Service
The Memorial Day service did not
turn out as we had hoped due to the 
weather. We held our service indoors 
with about 300 people attending and 
many standing in the hallways. We 
are working on a contingency plan 
if the weather forces us inside again. 
I would like to thank everyone who 
helped decorate the cemeteries with
American flags. What a great turn out 
to honor those that gave so much.
Commander Ray

Spkr: Thomas Newman; Pres. Cathy 
Newman; Cmdr, Ray Turnquist

Gold Star Mothers

Luncheon Volunteers





Commander
Ray Turnquist 
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S.A.L. Commander 
Tim Dahlheimer

On May 6th I had the pleasure of representing the Edward 
B. Cutter Post 102 at the Anoka High School Scholarship 
Awards night. The Anoka post gave 8 scholarships. The 
recipients were: Michelle Muhich, Michaela Dargis, Paige 
Franklin, Travis Hong, Alexus Erstad, Teddy Dweh, Mariah 
Hagerty, Emma Silbernagel and Laura Alexander. The 
American Legion School Award for outstanding boy and 
girl who meets the qualities of courage, honor, leadership, 
patriotism, scholarship and service were Estée Sieben and 
Derek Lindquist.

May 15th and 16th were “poppy days”. I want to thank ev-
eryone who helped on this worthy cause. A special thanks to 
Sandy Phillips and her team for the many hours they put into 
this project.

The 10th District convention was Saturday, May 30th. Our 
new District Commander is Bill Johnson of Osseo. Congrat-
ulations Bill!

The first of our 2nd annual Legion car shows was foiled 
by the weather. We will try again on June 10th. Cross your 
fingers for NO rain.

Oh, yes-apparently you did not get enough of me last year 
and wanted me to try it again next year! Thank you (I think). 
Let’s all look forward to a fun year. We hope to have a good 
turn out for the June 25th installation.

God Bless America, Commander Ray

Summer greetings from the SAL team!

As you may or may not have heard, I have been re-elected 
to serve as your SAL commander for another one-year term.  
I am honored to serve and intend to carry on with our rich 
tradition of service to the community and Legion Family. We 
were very successful in raising funds this past year to distrib-
ute to our various charities, scholarships and Club functions.  
Although few in numbers, we have a dedicated team of SAL 
members who volunteer countless hours of their time and 
work very hard to support the Legion family!  I thank them 
for their continued service, and for your continued support 
and vote of confidence!

Mark your calendars for the following upcoming events:
July 1st & August 5th  - Car Show in the club park-

ing lot and SAL Dinner

Our Wednesday night steak fry will now feature our “regu-
lar” menu items only. They include: Steak, Chicken Filets, 
Shrimp, Surf/Turf, Walleye, and Fish. We serve from 5:30-
7:00pm.  Stop in and enjoy a good meal and fellowship. All 
birthdays are announced and celebrated with “Chunk” Vevea 
leading our in-house choir! Don’t miss the fun!

As always, if you have a suggestion or idea that would help 
the SAL better serve the post, please share it with us.  We are 
always searching for new opportunities.

Have a safe and fun summer! 

10th District Convention
The 2015 District Convention was held in North Branch on 
May 30th.  New this year was the Districts first attempt at a 
one day convention. The District’s Executive Committee had 
discussed the possibility for the last 5 years and finally voted 
last year to give it a try. Although it started out a little bumpy 
and made for a very long day, all the business of the conven-
tion WAS accomplished. With a few tweaks here and there I 
think the one-day convention is here to stay.

The newly elected leaders for the Tenth District are; (Com-
mander) Bill Johnson from Osseo, (Aux. President) Dawn 
Juell from Excelsior, (SAL Commander) Larry Daml from 
St. Francis and (ALR Director) Steve Sullivan from Excel-
sior. Also nominated by Bud Redepenning and endorsed by 
the Tenth District was; Darrel Redepenning for Department 
Vice Commander to be elected at the Department Conven-
tion. Anoka Post 102 has a delegate strength of 9 and had a 
full complement of 9 members present (the most of any Post 
in the District). Post 102 is also leading the District in total 
membership.
        Darrel Redepenning  (Past Tenth District Commander)

Congratulations to the newly elected and appointed
Post 102 Officer and Executive Committee members 
for 2015-2016.

COMMANDER			 Ray Turnquist
1ST VICE COMMANDER		 Ron Wolford
2ND VICE COMMANDER		 Doug Hookom
3RD VICE COMMANDER		 Aaron Bahe
ADJUTANT				 Gary Munkholm
FINANCE OFFICER			 Doug Hookom
CHAPLAIN				 Jim Hays
SGT-AT-ARMS				 Dan Soland
PAST JR COMMANDER		 Gary Reimann
GAMBLING MANAGER		 Paul Adler
2 YR @ LARGE MEMBER	         Darrel Redpenning
2 YR @ LARGE MEMBER	         Rick Oelschlager
1 YR REM @ LARGE			 Fadi Awaijane
1 YR REM @ LARGE			 Cliff Newman
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President’s Column
Cathy Newman 

Hello to All,

This will be my last column for this year 2015.

Before I say anymore I want to say a “Big Thank You “ to 
Diane Wolford because I didn’t get to our District Conven-
tion or our June Meeting and She took over for me. I’ve been 
told she did a great job and I knew she could do it. Cliff and 
I went to Florida for our Oldest Granddaughters High School 
Graduation. It was held on a Wednesday at 11:30 AM at The 
Tropicana Field, which is their baseball Dome. Very different 
from here.

It doesn’t seem possible the year is over, it went so fast! Time 
fly’s when you’re busy and having fun. We did get many 
things done as a Unit for our Veterans. Thank You for all your 
help on these projects and fundraisers. Thanks to everyone 
that took a Chairmanship for me. I really appreciate your tak-
ing time to do them.

Enjoy a great summer!! Keep coming to the SAL Wednesday 
Dinners and Ron’s Grill. Keep supporting our Veterans.

Cathy Newman, Unit 102 President

Poppy Volunteers

Poppy Days
Once again we had a successful Poppy Program with over 
3,000 poppies distributed during the month of May.   Thanks 
to the many members that responded to the Poppy Letter that 
was mailed the 1st week of May and to the volunteers that 
were willing to give their time by distributing poppies on 
Poppy Days May 15th & 16th.   

The mail in donations were down $650 from last year’s to-
tals but then the revenue from the donations received on the 
street on Poppy Days increased by over $300.00. So overall 
the totals for 2015 were down about $300 from 2014.   

There was a total of 22 volunteers distributing poppies on 
Poppy Days, which included 6 husband and wife teams. I 
wish to thank the following Legionnaires who so willing 
helped distribute poppies on Poppy Day:  Commander Ray 
Turnquist, Jim Urban,  Sam Orr, Jim Hays, Gary Reimann, 
Aaron Bahe, Cliff Newman, Doug Sturgill, Roland Herman 
and Ron Wolford. It was Aaron and Sam’s first year and I 
thank them for testing the new waters! Thanks to the follow-
ing Auxiliary Members who distributed poppies on Poppy 
Day:  President Cathy Newman, Sue Nunnelee, Karen Orr, 
Bev Reimann, Carol Turnquist, Betty Urban, Betty Redepen-
ning, Kathy Westlund, Ashley Swanson, Jane Oelrich, Diane 
Wolford, Lynette Pavin & Jan Reiter. Thanks to Jeanene 
Hays for collecting the money, which is almost a daily job 
during the month of May! I am especially thankful to new 

members Ashley and Jane who came forward to help this 
year. Also, thanks to Barb Ridge, Karen Orr, Diane Wol-
ford, Cathy Newman, Jan Reiter and Jeanene Hays, who 
along with Cliff Newman and Sam Orr helped with the 
Poppy mailing! It took almost 40 man hours to get this task 
done! Also thanks to the Pull Tab Girls for their support 
during the month of May!

The Poppy program is truly a way of showing which 
members are truly dedicated to the purpose of supporting 
our Veterans and military personnel, as this is where the 
collected funds are distributed! We have members that do 
absolutely nothing in the program  - not even a $1.00 dona-
tion! Then there are those that donate to Poppy Cards, mail 
in a donation, plus go out on the streets and distribute pop-
pies and help with the poppy letter mailing! There are some 
that work full time and take a vacation day so that they 
can help distribute poppies and some that distribute pop-
pies after they get off of work. These individuals deserve a 
high five! There are also those individuals whose health is 
failing and they make every effort to distribute poppies on 
Poppy Day! Thank You to all those that support the Poppy 
Program in one or another! Donations are still being ac-
cepted from anyone that may have forgotten to send in their 
donations. It is never too late to help our veterans! Your 
donation may either be dropped at the Legion or mailed to 
me at 3012 127th Lane NW, Coon Rapids, MN 55448. I 
still have hopes that we can surpass last year’s totals.  

The Poppy Program came under some scrutiny recently by 
a couple of disgruntled veterans but it was quickly put to 
rest with articles in the Minneapolis Star and Tribune by 
our Auxiliary and Legion leaders who assured the public 
that the Poppy Programs through the American Legion 
and VFW have been around for nearly a century and is a 
program where all funds received are returned to deserving 
veterans through programs supported by the American Le-
gion and the American Legion Auxiliary. The only problem 
is that the poppy sales have declined nationally over the 
years because our younger generation doesn’t recognize the 
poppy and its meaning.  

Sandy Phillips, Unit 102 Poppy Chairman

Karen & Sam Orr Aaron Bahe



Jan’s Jottings
by Jan Reiter
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The regular meeting of Edward B. Cutter American Legion 
Auxiliary was held on Tuesday, June 2, 2015, with 2nd Vice 
President, Diane Wolford, opening with the prayer, pledge, 
and preamble.   We sang “Grand Ole Flag.” The May 5, 2015 
meeting minutes were approved with corrections.  

COMMITTEES

Community Service:  Kara Reiser said to keep track of your 
summer  hours for community service..  The unit is support-
ing Golden Living with a Walk to the Park, have sloppy joes 
that the unit will supply and support the designated project 
(stepping stones). This will be June 17th at 11:00 to 1:00pm. If 
you can help push wheel chairs to the park or any kind of help 
please come on that day.  A motion was made to donate $100 
towards this project (stepping stones).   Seconded and carried.
Education:  May 7th was scholarship night at Anoka High 
School and Kathy Zwerdling handed out 3 scholarships from 
the Unit to Audrelyn Omstahl, Haley Rezac and Michelle 
Muhich.
Girls State: Kathy Zwerdling motioned to pay the 3 Girl 
Staters their spending expenses.  Seconded and carried.
Membership: Betty Erickson said we have 313 members.
Memorial. We had a memorial service for our deceased mem-
bers Diane White, Virginia Ridge, Genevieve Ritchie, Rose 
Deschene, Marjorie Bechenbach, June Bendix, Harriet Bune, 
Merry Elvig and Linda Johnson.
Past Presidents: We would like to hand out mittens, hats & 
gloves to the veterans at the wild game dinner, so if someone 
would like to work on making some for this purpose that 
would be nice.  
Poppy: Sandy Phillips has sent out poppy letters. She thanked 
everyone that helped her on this endeavor that took 30 hours 
of work. Nine hundred seventy six letters were sent out.  
Poppy cards raised $103. Ten legionnaires, 6 husband and 
wife teams and 22 auxiliary members helped on poppy day. 
Sandy thanked all of those that helped. Next year she would 
like someone to help her with taking part of some of the poppy 
job. There was a discussion about letters in the paper, about 
the poppy and how people don’t understand what the poppy 
stands for. Sandy said the National Dept. is working on this.
Public Relations: Darlene Thell gave cards to the Veterans for 
Memorial Day. We have gotten some PR from poppy day and 
our Memorial Service.     
Service for Veterans. Save your stamps and post cards for this 
program. Nursing Home bingo will be June 10th at the Golden 
Living Facility at 2:15.pm.
Unfinished Business: Donna Redepenning reported we won 
four awards at District Convention. They are VA&R, Past 
President Parley, Education and Memory Book. Donna Rede-
penning won the Poppy contest.  

10th District Auxiliary Convention

The 10th District Auxiliary Convention was a one day affair. 
This was a new experiment for District 10. Nine Auxiliary 
members were in attendance from Unit 102. Chris Ronning, 
our Department President, was also at the Convention.
Unit 102 received three plaques and one tropy: Cambridge 
Education Award- Kathy Zwerdling, Chairman; Past Presi-
dents Parley- Jan Reiter & Sandy Phillips, Co-Chairman; 
Cambridge Memory Book- Cathy Newman; 10th District 
Rehabilitation Tropy- Cathy Newman, Chairman.
Diane Wolford, 2nd Vice President 

Auxiliary Convention

More of Anoka’s Great Volunteers that put out
and retrieved flags from three (3) cemeteries in Anoka. 
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Anoka High School
Auxiliary Scholarships

The Anoka High School Scholarship night was held May 6th. Anoka Unit 102 was honored to award 3 schol-
arships to 3 deserving Seniors. Audrelyn Omdahl received the first scholarship ($500) to a girl who plans to 
attend a two-year college in Minnesota. She will be attending North Hennepin Community College. The second 
scholarship ($500) was awarded to a girl going to a four-year college in Minnesota. Haley Rezac received this 
scholarship. She will be attending the Universlty of Minnesota. The third scholarship, The Netha B. Feist Me-
morial Scholarship, is awarded to a student continuing their education in Education. Michelle Muhich received 
this scholarship ($750) and will be attending the University of Wisconsin - River Falls.

Kathy Zwerdling - Unit 102 Education Chairman

Audrelyn Omdahl Haley Rezac Michelle Muhich

POST HOSPITAL EQUIPMENT
Call Frank Menter 763-421-7277 for an 

appointment to pick up any equipment:
Only members of our Post, Auxiliary and Sons of The 
American Legion and their respective families will be 

allowed use of our hospital equipment.

MN TWINS - GAME SPECIALS 

Starting in JUNE 

 

MONDAY's ONLY
 

NIGHT GAMES ONLY
 

Tap Beer - $2.25 
Bottle Beer - $3.00 

ALL DRINKS - 75 cents Off
 

Wear Twins Gear 
Get an extra 25 cents off

2nd Annual 
Collector Car & Bike Show 

 

JUL 1 & AUG 5
4-8 PM

PLEASE NOTE 
IF INCLEMENT WEATHER, 

SHOW WILL BE HELD 
THE NEXT WEDNESDAY

Anoka American Legion
400 West Main St.

Legion Club Steak Fry 5:30-7:00 pm 
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