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In Memoriam
Gregg Joseph Werbowski

Commander

Gregg, a 6 year Legion and SAL member, was born June 8, 1957 in
Minneapolis and passed away May 24, 2010 at the age of 52.  Eligible
for The American Legion:  US Army 1981 – 1985 (Grenada/Lebanon);
full time MN National Guard 1985 – 1986; US Coast Guard 1986 –
1987.  Eligible for the SAL through father Joe - a WWII veteran.

Gregg was employed by the USPS since 1987.  He is survived by his
parents Joe and Dorothy, one sister and five brothers.  Service was at the
Church of St. Stephen May 28, and he is buried at Fort Snelling National
Cemetery.

Gregg was planning to serve another term as Commander and he was the
first of 75 Commanders in the 91 year history of Edward B. Cutter Post
102 to pass away while in office.

From Greggs first column, Sept. 2009 issue of this paper:  “I want to
thank all the members who had the confidence in me for this position
and I’d like to do my best to uphold the integrity of this position.  Thank
you to all and hope to see you at the Post.”
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Adjutant's   Notes
by Gary Munkholm

Many thanks to all of the Anoka Legion Family who helped with
the Memorial Day activities.  The Memorial Day program and
luncheon, grave site flags and markers, and the many flags put
along Main Street showed our patriotism which it does not only on
that weekend but all year long.

The general membership gave approval to replace the bar room
windows and start on the long talked about patio.  Both projects
have been a long time coming and we hope everyone will enjoy the
improvements to the club house.

Our Post Color Guard is looking for new members and if you are
interested leave your name and how to reach you at the pull tab
booth. The Post provides the uniforms and all you have to do is
provide your time when you can.  The color guard marches in 3 or
4 parades and provides assistance as an Honor Guard for funerals.

Congratulations to our new officers for next year:
Commander- Ron Wolford
1st Vice Cdr- Fadi Awaijane
2nd Vice Cdr- Gary Reimann
3rd Vice Cdr- Open
Finance Officer- Rick Oelschlager
Chaplain- Jim Hayes
Sgt. at Arms- Bill Golden
Board Member-Darrel Redepenning
Board Member- Matt Berens
Housing Corporation (2 year term) - Leon Johnson & Bill
Golden

Commander Wolford presented the membership with an award
from the 10th District for our outstanding work with Children and
Youth.

Gambling manager Paul Adler presented the following list of
donations which were approved by the general membership:
American Legion Baseball Fund  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $475
Northwest American Legion Singing Seniors  . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100
Chapel of Four Chaplain’s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50
Assist needy Veterans or Families  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,500
Emergency Money  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $500

July/August 2010 - Page 2

Edward B. Cutter
American Legion Post 102

400 West Main St.
Anoka, MN  55303

Denise Adler - Manager                763-421-0883
E-Mail for rentals:  club102@anokalegion.org

Hall Rental  •  Catering
Weddings - Banquets - Private Parties

ANOKA COUNTY
VETERANS SERVICE OFFICE

GOVERNMENT CENTER
Suite 233
2100 3rd Avenue
Anoka, MN 55303-2265

ALLISON LISTER
DIRECTOR

LAURA BARTLEY
DEPUTY DIRECTOR

BILL GIDDENS
DEPUTY DIRECTOR

763-323-5290

Post 102 extends sincere
sympathy to the families of

GREGG J. WERBOWSKI
Gregg was a 6 year member of The American Legion

and a Grenada & Lebanon War Veteran

DAVID GUST
David was a 17 year member of The American Legion

and a Vietnam War Veteran

DOUGLAS E. FREEBY
Douglas was a 1 year member of The American Legion

and a Korean War Veteran

Thanks for Baseball Caps
On behalf of the Veterans at the Minneapolis Veterans Home I
would like to thank all those that helped with my plea/request for
baseball hats.  Approximately 100 hats were received from our
generous members!

Sandy Phillips
Minneapolis Veterans Home Representative

Department Of Minnesota

10th District Legion Commander

Darrel Redepenning
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Commander’s Column
Ron Wolford

Let’s start my first column by stating that the loss of
Commander Gregg Werbowski was a shock to our Post.  Yet,
as a military family we are not unaccustomed to the loss
of comrades or friends in our lives.  Our thoughts and prayers
are with the Werbowski family.

At the Executive Board meeting May 25, a motion was made,
seconded and approved that I serve as Commander.  At the last
general meeting, I was elected to the Post of Commander.  I am
grateful for the honor and look forward to another great year at
our Post.  The Post is changing and your input would be very
much appreciated.

Let me take this opportunity to thank the following bowling
team members who reprresented our Post.  They are: James
Moriarty, John Moriarty, Mark Heidelberger, Todd Allen,
Dennis Erickson, Dennis Stierten,Mark Heifelberger, Norm
Fisher, Dennis Holstrom, Dennis Hubert, Nathan Hubert,
Kenneth Buck, Richard Smith, Bob Hastings, and Mike Lian.

Let me end with this quote:  “A sense of humor is part of the
art of leadership, of getting alongwith people, of getting things
done.”  Dwight D. Eisenhower

The Squadron would like to extend their condolences to the
Werbowski family on the passing of their son Gregg, Post 102
Commander.

We gave $50 to Meals on Wheels.  We also gave 2 - $500 Culinary
Scholarships to Estafania Garcia and Travis Pearson of Anoka High
School.

A thank you to all the Squadron members who attended the 10th Dist.
Convention in Osseo.

2010-2011 dues will be due in July.  Reminders to pay your dues will
be mailed to you after the department convention.

Please help to support our new officers for 2010-2011 year.

Have a safe and fun summer!

S.A.L. NEWS
Commander Charlie Heemer

Whatever it Takes

ATTENTION LEGION GOLFERS

All Legion, SAL, and Auxiliary members
and their guests can sign up early.

Send your entry forms by September 1st to
Jerry Abeln - 1821 Cressy Ave., Anoka, MN 55303

Jerry Abeln 763-421-9652   •    Larry Kitt 763-535-4302

Entry fee is $20.00  – Make checks payable to Anoka Legion.
Pay your green fees at Greenhaven.

Tournament Date is September 11th At Greenhaven.
Approx. 1:00 pm Shotgun start.

____________________________________________________________
Name

____________________________________________________________
Phone Number

� Member   � Guest    � Handicap _______     � Non-Handicap (Peoria)

Low Gross Actual
Low Gross HDCP (MGA Computer Generated) and Peoria
Low Net HCDP (MGA Computer Generated) and Peoria
Closest to pin • Closest to line • Longest Putt

Partners or Foursomes attach your forms together -
no Fivesomes

Meal at 6:30 pm or immediately after golf (upper hall).
Guest Meal $9.00

Be at Anoka Legion before 12:30 to find out what tee you
start on.

No refunds if Rain-Out.
Come for the meal at 6:15 pm
Prize money will be drawn for.

10th District Convention

What a convention this was for Edward B. Cutter American
Legion Post 102.  One of our very own was elected
Commander for the District.  Not only was he elected but was
sworn in by his father.  A tip of the hat to Darrel Redepenning
for a job well done in getting elected.  We also received a
plaque for Children and Youth for doing the most for these
young people.  This was due to the effort of Gary Munkholm
for getting in the proper forms. The post was well represented
by ten of our members being at the meetings.

Darrel also served up a great meal after the meeting was over.
All I can say was that if you were not there you missed a great
time.

Ron Wolford – Commander



Editorial
    by Betty Erickson

A Wreath For Commander Gregg
Memorial Day 2010, a beautiful blue sky day, had hundreds
attending the service which has been held at the Veterans Memorial
in Anoka since 1969.

It was announced that Commander Gregg Werbowski was not there
because he died the previous week, the funeral was Friday.

This short announcement could have included more information
for the majority of those in the crowd who did not know him – such
as his years of military service, eligibility and years in The
American Legion and SAL.  His preparing to serve another year as
Commander and that in its 91 year history Gregg was the only
Commander of Edward B. Cutter Post 102 to pass away while in
office.  Gregg was 52 years of age, his parents and family members
are here today and Gregg's father Joe will place the first wreath in
his honor.

The program continued with Mayor Phil Rice giving a personal
heartfelt message, patriotic music from the North Suburban Band,
5th graders from Franklin School and a rousing speech, with
applause throughout, by Brigadier General Gerald Lang.  At this
time, I had to leave the service; placing of the wreaths was next.

In talking with Post and Auxiliary members who did attend placing
of the wreaths, none could understand what happened and the
wreaths left were not placed on the memorial at that time.  Gregg's
dad did not place a wreath, others who also asked to do so did not
place wreaths, a young Anokan in full uniform was not asked if he
wished to place a wreath, and as extra wreaths were remaining,
anyone attending was not asked if they wanted to place a wreath –
"any others" are the words printed in the program.  The service
continued as the extra wreaths were left laying on the ground.

Being connected with Memorial Day services for over 40 years, I
remember when Post members cut and twined fresh boughs on the
hand made wire forms with Auxiliary members adding the poppies.
Over the years, while the wreaths had changed in appearance, the
number of them had increased because more people wished to
honor veterans at this yearly service.

Again, in talking with members with years of service to The
American Legion and Auxiliary, when extra wreaths were available
never has anyone been turned down who wished to honor a veteran
and never was there a question of the service taking too much time.

This was a very sad Memorial Day service in every sense of the
word.

Auxiliary Overnite
Bus Trip

JACKPOT CASINO

September 1st or 2nd Week
Call Carol 427-0185 for Info
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WATCH LIVE
http://www.legion.org

American Legion Boys Nation July 27

American Legion Naional Junior
     Shooting Sports Championships August 7

American Legion Baseball World Series Aug. 12-17

92nd American Legion National Convention
     Color Guard Contest & National Band Contest August 28

     Patriotic Religious Service August 29

     National Convention Parade August 29

          Opening ceremonies Aug. 30-Sept. 1

POST HOSPITAL EQUIPMENT
Call Frank Menter 763-421-7277 for an

appointment to pick up any equipment:

Only members of our Post, Auxiliary and Sons of The
American Legion and their respective families will be allowed
use of our hospital equipment.
 Anyone else wanting to use the equipment will have to have a
member of the Post 102 family serve as their sponsor.

MEMBERSHIP ELIGIBILITY DATES
into THE AMERICAN LEGION

Persian Gulf War August 2, 1990 to date of cessation

Panama December 20, 1989 to January 31, 1990

Grenada/Lebanon August 24, 1982 to July 31, 1984

Vietnam War February 28, 1961 to May 7, 1975

Korean War June 25, 1950 to January 31, 1955

World War II December 7, 1941 to December 31, 1946

World War I April 6, 1917 to November 11, 1918

Post In State Bowling Tourney

Congratulations to Anoka Team #3 (Dennis Stierten, captain) for
placing 2nd with a total of 2781 in the 2010 tournament.

Find the results of Post 102 bowlers in the June issue of the
Minnesota Legionnaire – pages 16 & 17.

The 2011 tournament will be hosted by Osseo – Maple Grove Post
172 with bowling at Earl Brown Bowling Center in Brooklyn
Center.
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President's Column
Darlene Thell

Hello Auxiliary Members,
A lot has happened since my last column.  I would like to thank

all who helped out and contributed, to help make Poppy Day
successful.  A big thank you to our Poppy Chairman, Sandy Phillips
and Co-chair Barb Fechner for being in charge of this event.

I attended the Dist. 10 Convention, held at the Osseo American
Legion on May 21, 22 and 23rd.  The Friday evening Banquet,
Saturdays' all day Convention, plus the late after-noon parade, and the
Memorial Service and Installation of Officers on Sunday AM, all went
very well.

On May 24th we received the shocking and sad news that our
Commander Gregg Werbowski had passed away.  Our hearts go out to
Gregg and all of his loved ones.  His beautiful funeral Mass was held
at St. Stephens in Anoka on May 27th.  Many Legion members were
there to salute Gregg.

I, along with many Legion, SAL and Auxiliary members placed
the flags at the three Anoka area cemetaries on May 28th, and we also
took the flags down on Memorial Day, in the late afternoon.  We were
joined by Jr. Aux. girls Brook and Lea Newman.  Thank you to all of
you who helped.

I, along with Gary Munkholm, who took Commander Greggs
place, were honored to lay wreaths, during the Memorial Day Service
at the Veterans Memorial, in honor of our veterans.  It was an
overwhelming service attended by many people.

JAN'S JOTTINGS
by Jan Reiter

Education:  Kathy said Scholarship Night was May 12 at Anoka
High School.  The Unit gave away 2–$500 scholarships  1-$750
scholarship on that evening.  Kathy received thank you cards from
two of the recipients, Lisa Knapek and Shelby Shields.

Fund Raising:  Lenora Root we sold 209 flowers and made a
profit of $846.45.

Girls State:  Kathy Zwerdling reported she sent in registration for
3 Girl Staters but was told that Luverne and Excelsior has money
for 2 more Girl Staters but have no girls so we were welcome to get
two more girls from Anoka High, so Kathy did.  We will be having
5 girls from Anoka High School.  She made a motion to approve
spending money of $35 for the first 3 girls.  Approved.

Juniors:  Sue Nunnelee laid a wreath on behalf of the juniors at the
Memorial Service.  Some juniors helped pick up flags from the
cemeteries.

Leadership:  Jan has sent in three reports for National awards.

Other Business:  Delegates nominated for Department Convention
at Rochester were, Darlene Thell, Sue Nunnelee, Sandy Phillips,
Donna Redepenning, Betty Redepenning, Betty Erickson.  Motion
to approve delegates to Department Convention.  Approved.

Sandy Phillips moved that the Unit endorse Donna Redepenning
for 10th District, 2nd Vice President for the year 2011-2012.
Approved.

Donna reported we had 3 awards at District Convention.  Donna
got installed for the 10th District Executive Board.  The new 10th
District president is Peggy Tesdahl.

Sandy Phillips moved to donate $50 to the Legacy Foundation for
the Legion Riders.  Approved.

Next Auxiliary Meeting is September 7.

I attended the annual Legion Riders Hog Roast on June 5th.  The
Legion Riders prepared and served a lot of wonderful food, the Silent
Auction was fun.

Thank you to all Auxiliary members who joined me for my
Presidents Dinner.  It was held at our Legion and the food was
prepared by our SAL.  Thank you to them, and the Auxiliary members,
who helped serve the food.  We were honored to have out-going 10th
Dist. President Flora Ellefson and our Jr. Aux. 10th Dist. President
Sam Odegard join us.

This has been a very rewarding and wonderful year for me.  It's
been a honor to serve as your President and I want to thank all
Auxiliary, plus Legion and SAL members for your support and help.
As happy as my year was for me I'm equally as sad at the loss of
Commander Gregg.  He is greatly missed.  Until September – Have a
very blessed summer.

Brig. General Gerald E. Lang, Adjutant Gary Munkholm,
President Darlene Thell and Mayor Phil Rice

2011 Auxiliary Membership
The 2011 membership year of the American Legion Auxiliary

begins after the MN Department Convention in July and dues
notices are sent out by the National Office.  Changes are being
made by National, information will be presented at the Dept.
Convention -  I will be attending those meetings.

For our Edward B. Cutter Unit 102 members, I'm asking that
everyone renew their membership by Labor Day, or at the latest, by
the end of September.  Senior dues - $20.00, Junior Aux. - $3.50,
Past Presidents Parley - $3.00.

Stop in at the pulltab booth - the ladies are very capable of
processing your renewal, including transfers and new members.

Several members have already renewed - and anyone can pay
their dues NOW - we also have three new members; your checks
will be deposited in a timely manner.

Thank you all for making Anoka's GOAL and ATH for 2010 -
we can and will do it again in 2011!

Betty Erickson – 763-421-4562
1826 Cressy Ave., Anoka, MN 55303
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MN Stand Down

Cathy Newman and I volunteered at the
Minnesota Stand Down held at Fort Snelling on
May 25th.  It happened to be a very hot day!
We helped serve breakfast and lunch to
approximately 400 veterans and volunteers.

Stand Downs are one part of the Department of
Veterans Affairs’ efforts to provide services to
homeless veterans.  Stand Downs are typically
one to three day events providing services to
homeless Veterans such as food, shelter,
clothing, health screenings, VA and Social
Security benefits counseling, and referrals to a
variety of other necessary services, such as
housing, employment and substance abuse
treatment.  Stand Downs are collaborative
events, coordinated between local VAs, other
government agencies, and community agencies
who serve the homeless.  The Stand Downs are
held in five locations in Minnesota:  Ft.
Snelling, St. Cloud, Duluth, Bemidji, &
Rochester.

The hand up -- not a handout -- philosophy of
Stand Down is carried out through the work of
hundreds of volunteers and organizations
throughout the nation.

This was our first experience helping with the
Stand Down and we found the experience to be
very humbling as well as rewarding and hope to
be able to do this again next year.  We took with
us two large garbage bags of socks that were
collected by the employees of Anoka County
last fall. These were distributed by the Wells
Fargo employees who also had socks and many
other clothing items for the Veterans.

Sandy Phillips

Poppy Days
Poppy Days were held May 14th and 15th
this year.   I would like to thank all the
volunteers that helped distribute poppies
these two days.   There were a total of 15
volunteers from the Auxiliary, Legion
and SAL.   These numbers were
disappointing considering the large
membership we have in our Legion
family.  We did not have enough
volunteers to cover the cities of Ramsey,
Andover and Anoka.  Hopefully next year
more volunteers will come forward for
this worthwhile program.    Volunteers
donated anywhere from 2 to 8 hours each.
Each one found it very rewarding and had
fun chatting with people they met. Many
thanked us for serving the Veterans!  The
funds received from Poppy Days helps

many veteran programs at the local, state and National level and is one of the most
important  programs of the American Legion Auxiliary.

This year poppy letters were sent to our Auxiliary members requesting donations to the
Poppy Program.    Over 50 donations were received with $600 revenue received.  This is
fantastic!     I would like to send a Big Thank You to all those that responded to the letter!
Your generosity was over whelming.   If it had not been for these donations and receipts
for Poppy Days we would have been down from previous years, but now have exceeded
last year’s donations.   Total receipts for our Poppy Program from the Poppy Cards, letters
and distribution was $2,700.  Thank you from the many veterans that these funds will
benefit and myself for supporting the Poppy Program this year.

Sandy Phillips   ~  Poppy Chairman

In Memoriam
DAWN MARIE GILBERT

Dawn, a 2 year Auxiliary member, was born in Beaver Dam, Wisconsin on
November 26, 1961 and passed away May 4, 2010.

Edward B. Cutter Unit 102 extends its sympathy to Dawns friends and family; a
memorial to Project New Hope was sent by the Unit.

THEODORA CELIA (MELBERG) GREEN

Doria, a 19 year Auxiliary member, was born in Anoka on December 22, 1930
and passed away May 9, 2010 in Surprise, Arizona.

Edward B. Cutter Unit 102 extends its sympathy to her family and to sister Carol
Sundeen.  A memorial to Project New Hope was sent by the Unit.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
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E
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N
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S
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A
Y

T
H

U
R

S
D

A
Y

F
R
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A

Y
S

A
T

U
R

D
A

Y

1
2

3
4

5
6

7

8
9

10
11

12
13

14

15
16

17
18

19
20

21

22
23

24
25

26
27

28

29
30

31

A
U

G
U

S
T

 2
0

1
0

C
red

its:  A
n

o
ka h

isto
rical item

s fro
m

 th
e

F
red

 M
o

o
re M

id
d

le S
ch

o
o

l C
alen

d
ar C

lu
b

C
lub O

pen 12-10
B

ar B
ingo 3:00 pm

C
lub O

pen 12-10
B

ar B
ingo 3:00 pm

C
lub O

pen 12-10
B

ar B
ingo 3:00 pm

C
lub O

pen 12-10
B

ar B
ingo 3:00 pm

P
ost G

eneral M
em

.
7:30 pm

S.A
.L

. M
tg. 7:00 pm

N
O

A
uxiliary M

eeting
“N

ight To U
nite”

N
E

W
SP

A
P

E
R

M
E

E
T

IN
G

7:00 pm

E
xecutive B

oard
M

eeting 7:00 pm

H
ouse &

 E
nt.

M
eeting 7:00 pm

SA
L

 D
inners  5:30-7:00

Steak, C
hicken,

or Stuffed Shrim
p $7.50

Steak &
 Shrim

p C
om

bo
$10.00

SA
L

 D
inners  5:30-7:00

Steak, C
hicken,

or Stuffed Shrim
p $7.50

Steak &
 Shrim

p C
om

bo
$10.00

A
ug. 25, 1919

P
ost 102 C

hartered

SA
L

 D
inners  5:30-7:00

Steak, C
hicken,

or Stuffed Shrim
p $7.50

Steak &
 Shrim

p C
om

bo
$10.00

SA
L

 D
inners  5:30-7:00

Steak, C
hicken,

or Stuffed Shrim
p $7.50

Steak &
 Shrim

p C
om

bo
$10.00

A
ux. T

w
in R

ivers B
ingo

Jrs. w
anted 2:15 pm

B
ar B

ingo
7:00 pm

M
eat R

affle 5:00 pm
B

ar B
ingo 6:30 pm

B
ar B

ingo
7:00 pm

M
eat R

affle 5:00 pm
B

ar B
ingo 6:30 pm

B
ar B

ingo
7:00 pm

M
eat R

affle 5:00 pm
B

ar B
ingo 6:30 pm

B
ar B

ingo
7:00 pm

M
eat R

affle 5:00 pm
B

ar B
ingo 6:30 pm

E
very T

hursday &
 F

riday
G

rill O
pen 5:00 – 8:30 pm

C
lub O

pen 12-10
B

ar B
ingo 3:00 pm

C
oncerts in the P

ark – G
eorge G

reen P
ark – 7:00 pm

 on Sundays
A

ugust 1st
Z

achary Scot Johnson
A

ugust 8th
B

etty R
ydel

A
ugust 15th

M
onarch

A
ugust 22nd

D
an P

erry and Ice C
ream

A
ugust 29th

Sound of Sim
on

R
ick Sorenson D

ay
A

ug. 9, 1944
M

edal of H
onor

R
ecipient

10th annual
T

w
ins/A

m
. L

egion
F

am
ily D

ay

State L
egion

G
olf Tourney
G

lencoe

6th
L

abor D
ay – C

lub O
pen 11-7

11th    L
egionville

7th
N

ext A
uxiliary M

eeting
28th    G

old Star M
others D

ay
11th

P
ost G

olf Tourney
T

B
A

    P
ast P

res. P
arley M

eeting

C
om

ing in Septem
ber

A
ugust 25 – Septem

ber 3
92nd N

ational C
onvention

91st A
uxiliary &

 40th S.A
.L

.
M

ilw
aukee, W

isconsin
A

m
erican L

egion
B

aseball
W

orld Series
A

ug. 12-17
Spokane W

A
14 gam

es – L
IV

E
 -

w
w

w
.legion.org

A
m

. L
egion N

atl.
Junior Shooting

Sports C
ham

pionships
A

ug. 7 11 am
 – 1 pm

(M
D

T
)

L
ive

w
w

w
.legion.org

70 years ago:

A
ug. 11, 1940:

M
onster redw

ood log

(22,000 board feet - 42

feet 7 in., 8 feet 4 in.

in diam
eter, w

eighing

41 tons 600 pounds)

arrives via train this

w
eek.  It w

as housed in a

special space at the

N
IG

H
T-O

-R
E

ST

M
otel ow

ned by B
ob

B
ergsten and w

as quite

a tourist attraction.

T
he log later rested near

the w
eight station

on H
w

y. 10, spent tim
e

in H
inckley and Isanti

and is now
 a 40 foot

voyageur sculpture

tied in w
ith the N

orth

W
est C

o. F
ur P

ost

 in P
ine C

ity.  It w
as

carved w
ith a chainsaw

by w
orld cham

pion

D
ennis R

oghair.

N
atl. C

onvention
A

ug. 28
8 am

 - 11 am
; 1 pm

 - 5 pm
(C

D
T

)
C

olor G
uard C

ontest
N

ational B
and C

ontest
L

ive
w

w
w

.legion.org

N
atl. C

onvention
P

arade
A

ug. 29 4 pm
 (C

D
T

)
L

ive
w

w
w

.legion.org
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