
Veterans Day Dinner November 11th

Jr. President - Taylor Hagen
Unit Pres. - Dawn McCrady

10 Dist. 2nd Vice Pres - Sue Nunnelee

50 Year Post Members
Wayne Wallace, Harold Burley and Joe Zimmerman

Unable to attend:
Maynard Njos and Charlie Sell

Guest Speaker Major General Rick D. Erlandson
with Commander Darrel Redepenning

November 11th was our annual Veterans Day Dinner with a nice
crowd of approximately 160.  Our guest speaker was Major
General Erlandson, Commander of the 34th "Red Bull" Division
of the Minnesota National Guard.  General Erlandson spoke
highly of the troops fighting the War on Terrorism, referring to
them as "Our Next Greatest Generation".  We also honored 5
Post 102 members that have reached 50 years of continuous
membership in The American Legion.  Past Department
Commander Bud Redepenning assisted in handing out
certificates to 3 of the five that were present at the dinner.  They
were Harold Burley, Wayne Wallace and Joe Zimmerman;  not
present were Charles Sell and Maynard Njos.  Congratulations
gentlemen and thank you for all the years.
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Adjutant's   Notes
by Wayne D. Wallace

The Post Executive Committee meeting held October 21,
2006 heard the minutes from the previous meeting and
reports from finance, clubroom and gambling.

A representative from our accounting firm KBP & Company
was present to review the 3rd Quarter Financial Statement
with the Executive Committee.  No areas of concern were
noted.

Adjutant mentioned he is required to file a report with the
Department of Minnesota concerning any membership dues
increase for the Legion year 2008.  Discussion of this matter
resulted due to the fact The American Legion National
dues will increase $4.50 effective January 10, 2007 and
Department and 10th District dues will increase another
$3.50 effective with the 2008 dues.

The Executive Committee voted to increase the Post
membership dues to $35 effective January 1, 2007.  It is
imperative that unpaid members remit their 2007 dues
before December 31, 2006 or payment of dues after that
date will be $10 more.  If any member paid or unpaid are
considering becoming a Paid-Up-For-Life member, now
is the time since waiting until after the first of the year
will cost well over $100 more.

We have signed up a number of members in the PUFL
program since the increase in dues was first announced.  It is
expected all American Legion Posts throughout the country
will be raising their dues to about $35 to offset those
increases by national, departments and districts.

The Executive Committee reviewed all requests for
donations and those approved were recommended for
approval to the Post General Membership.

The Post General Membership meeting held November
7, 2006 heard the minutes from the previous meeting and
reports from Post officers and committee chairmen.

Adjutant reported Post member Norbert Tempel passed
away since the last meeting.

Adjutant reported (729) members are signed up for 2007.
We are currently (45) members ahead of one year ago.  We
are lacking the signing of new members into our Post and
could use the help of all members in that area.

Post Commander Darrel Redepenning introduced Sons
Of The American Legion 10th District Commander Wayne
Mattingly from Osseo Post 172.  Commander Mattingly
spoke of the membership in the SAL and thanked The
American Legion for the support given the SAL.

The following Lawful Purpose donations/expenses projected
for November 2006 were approved by the Post General
Membership:

1. Boy Scout of the Year Award ................................... $ 100
2. St. Cloud VA Medical Center (Holiday Fund).............. 250
3. Minneapolis VA Medical Center (Holiday Fund) ......... 250
4. Minneapolis Veterans Home (Holiday Fund) .............. 150
5. Anoka Anti-Crime Commission ................................... 250
6. City of Anoka (Water/light costs) .............................. 1,800
7. Centerpoint Energy (Gas costs) .................................. 450
8. Bell Center (Donation to Special Ed Dept.) ................. 250
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9. Minneapolis Veterans Home
(Donation for recreational equipment) ........................ 200

10. U.S. Treasury (Tax on wagering) ................................ 600
11. Meals on Wheels ......................................................... 300
12. Assist needy veterans/families ................................. 1,500
13. Emergency money ...................................................... 500

Total taxes paid on gambling proceeds for October 2006:
Minnesota Revenue:  $6,240          U.S. Treasury:  $522

New member accepted by the Post General Membership
was Donald McPhail.  We welcome you into Post 102 Donald
and hope to see and meet you at our monthly Post meeting
held the first Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm.

Have a very nice Christmas and a prosperous and healthy
New Year.

Post 102 extends sincere
sympathy to the family of

NORBERT J. TEMPEL
Norbert was a 27 year member of Post 102 and a

World War II Veteran.

Edward B. Cutter
American Legion Post 102

400 West Main St.
Anoka, MN  55303

Lannie Vaughn - Manager                763-421-0883

Hall Rental  •  Catering
Weddings - Banquets - Private Parties

ANOKA COUNTY
VETERANS SERVICE OFFICE

GOVERNMENT CENTER
Room 233
2100 3rd Avenue
Anoka, MN 55303-2265

DUANE R. KRUEGER
DIRECTOR

PHIL O'DONNELL
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

LAURA BARTLEY
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

763-323-5290
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Howdy Legionnaires,
Another busy month has come and gone (which is

starting to feel normal to me).
Department Fall Conference was held at Breezy

Point October 27th & 28th with 4 Post 102 members in
attendance.  This years emphasis was on education.
Instead of just hearing reports from each Legion
program, chairman discussed the history and purpose
of each program.  Although the conference was
interesting and the location was beautiful, many of us
had to scurry back to Anoka first thing Saturday
morning for the annual Halloween parade.

Once again the parade filled the Post to capacity.
From hundreds of queens and princesses, to hundreds
of wild costumes and everything inbetween.  There's
only one way to describe the event "CRAZY"! And I
wouldn't miss it for anything.  It's a great tradition and
without-a-doubt the best revenue producer of the year
for our Post.  If every Saturday was like Halloween, we
would be one of the richest Posts in the nation.
Thanks to everyone who volunteered their time to keep
this annual event great.  I received nothing but
compliments (except for several requests for more
restrooms).

Commander’s
Column

Darrel Redepenning

Greetings to All,

I was unable to participate, but I would
like to sincerely thank all of those who
helped make the S.A.L. float for the
Halloween Parade a real success.  A

S.A.L. NEWS
   by

Commander Al Amundson

special thanks to Donald Egge for again providing his pontoon and
truck for us to use.

Our current membership now stands at 139, which is 84% of
our goal.  If you haven't renewed yet, please do so.  Also, take a
moment to look at our new membership board at the Club.  It isn't
finished yet, but along with the Post and new Unit membership
boards, I think the overall appearance is a welcome improvement.

I would like to say thank you to Post 102 for providing an
excellent Veteran's Day Dinner and Program.  Several S.A.L.
members attended, myself included, and the overall turnout was
great.

Our annual S.A.L. Holiday Food Drive is now on, and will
run through the end of December.  Non-perishable food items
may be left in the 'barrel' in the lobby any time during Club
hours.  Also, if you bring a 'food item' or 'cash donation' to any
Wednesday Night Dinner you will have a chance to win a 'Buy
1, Get 1 Free' Dinner coupon.

We need a few S.A.L volunteers to help with the Wild Game
Dinner on Sat., December 9, at noon.  Also, to help with cleanup at
the New Years Day Brunch. Please contact myself or Lance
Nelson, if you are available.

I would like to encourage all of our members to attend our
General Meeting the 1st Tuesday of every month at 7:00 pm.  We
need your input and participation. Our next meeting is December 5.

Until next month... "Whatever it takes"

On December 9th we will have our annual
veterans wild game feed.  We're a little short on wild
game this year so, any of you hunters with some extra
venison, pheasants or whatever, please contact
chairman Al Springer.

Since this is my last column for 2006, I would like
to wish you all a Very Merry Christmas.  This has been
a very busy and challenging year, one that I will not
soon forget.  Thank you for all that you do and thank
you for supporting me.

From the Desk of

Lannie Vaughn
Club Manager:

As the seasons change so goes the changes here at Post 102.
Since becoming the Club Manager some of the changes you will
see upon coming to the Post is the replacement of the exterior
lights, a new stove for the kitchen and a few changes around the
bar as well.

We have Bar Bingo, a Meat Raffle and a Band on Fridays, Bands
on Saturdays and Bar Bingo on Sundays.  I hope to continue to
make changes that will add to the enjoyment of all.



Richard Keith Sorenson
Congressional Medal Of Honor Recipient

The last two Medal Of Honor recipients who were buried at
Fort Snelling National Cemetery were honored in a Veterans
Day program the morning of November 11, 2006.

Lt. Richard Sorenson, U.S. Marine Corps, of Anoka and Lt.
Donald Rudolph of Bovey now have their names inscribed on
the Medal of Honor monument in the center of the cemetery
and have a street in the cemetery named after them.

Rick Sorenson was planning to attend the 60th Anniversary
of the Marshall Islands the end of October 2004 with his
family, but passed away October 9, 2004 in Reno, Nevada.
His ashes were flown back for a memorial service October
26, 2004 at Fort Snelling Chapel, followed by an Auxiliary
lunch at the Post.

On Memorial Day, May 27, 1991, the bronze statue “Above
and Beyond” by Rodger Brodin (commissioned and donated
by Post 102) was unveiled at Veterans Memorial Park in
Anoka.  Rick was joined at that ceremony by Don Rudolph of
Bovey.

….For the story of Rick Sorenson, see the November 2004
issue of the Post 102 Paper at www.anokalegion.org

2006 Boy Scout of the Year Award
Jacob Johnson

46,504

Number of Military Honor Ceremonies performed for
deceased veterans by the Memorial Rifle Squad at Fort
Snelling National Cemetary from June 19, 1979 through June
23, 2006.

BEWARE of Fraudulent Police Charities

Do NOT donate to charities that claim to be raising money
for your local law enforcement agency without checking with
the Anoka Police Department at 763-576-2830.

Most solicitations that claim to help the local police
departments are from deceptive individuals; they are not
interested in helping you, the community or law enforcement.
The Anoka Police Department does NOT contact local
residents to ask for donations!

If you wish to donate to your local law enforcement agency,
the Anoka Police Department recommends:

Anoka Police Federation

Anoka Area Anti-Crime Commission

DARE (Drug Abuse Resistance Education)
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On the 33rd Anniversary of honoring the Boy Scout of the
Year from the Anoka area, Edward B. Cutter Post 102
recognized Jacob Johnson during the Veterans Day Dinner
on November 11.  Wayne Wallace introduced Jacob and his
parents Randy and Marla Johnson.   Jacob lives and goes to
school in Coon Rapids, but is a member of Troop 518
sponsored by the Anoka Masons with meetings at the
Masonic Lodge on 3rd and Monroe Street in Anoka.  Jacob’s
dad Randy is the Scoutmaster for Troop 518.

Jacob started his scouting career when he was in 1st grade
as a Tiger Cub and worked his way through Cub Scouts to
earn the Arrow of Light and become a Boy Scout.  He held
leadership positions as assistant and senior patrol leader.
He was also on the staff at Pinetree Scout Camp which is
now known as Grey Wolf Camp; this camp teaches scouts
how to become a senior patrol leader.  Jacob has
participated in community projects such as Scouting for
Food, neighborhoods National Night Out and several food
drives.  He assists in putting grave flags out on veterans
graves at Morningside Cemetery for Memorial Day; and has
participated in a number of other Eagle Scout projects.

Jacob successfully completed his Eagle Board of Review on
April 17, 2006 and had his Eagle Scout Court of Honor on
October 29, 2006.    Jacob states, “Scouting has taught me
to be a true leader and how to voice my opinion should a
conflict arise.  All that I have learned from scouting, I know
will help me in the future as an adult”.

Jacob’s Eagle Scout project was to replace the old
playground boundary with new lumber; the old boundary was
made up of old recycled plastic which was cracked and
broken. This project was done at Delta Park in Coon Rapids
and took about 80 hours to complete.

Jacob is currently in the National Honor Society at Coon
Rapids High School; in his third year of wrestling, rugby for
two years – he took 4th place in the State Tournament in
those two years. He has been fully certified as an American
Red Cross Lifeguard. While in the 10th grade, he was
confirmed in his church, received three religious awards and
is beginning his 4th and final religious award.

On behalf of Post 102, Jacob was presented The American
Legion Medal of Merit with certificate and cash award.

"No person was ever honored for what he received.
He was honored for what he gave."

–Calvin Collidge
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President's Column

Dawn McCrady

Greetings to you all. I hope you are all doing well.
November's meeting brought many surprises. Next year

our Early Bird dinner will be a joint occasion with the Post.
Because of the number of people that attend we will use 2
halls;  however, we will have the same meal etc. that the
Legionnaires have as well as the other perks.  The
Legionnaires may also join in our silent auction.  This is all
Thanks to Commander Darrel and the Legionnaires
Executive Board.  The meals will be paid by gambling
proceeds and the Post. Thank you Commander Darrel and
the Executive Board!

Commander Darrel also surprised us with a $500.00
donation from his discretionary fund.  This was to help us off
set the cost of this years Early Bird dinner.  Thank you again
Commander Darrel.

I would also like to extend a Thank you to the Junior
Auxiliary members for making the decorations for and
helping us with the auction at the Early Bird dinner.  The
decorations were great.  Your help was also very
appreciated.  Thanks again.

The Sunday hamburger sales are doing great.  Though I
have not volunteered yet it sounds like the system is working
well and it goes very smoothly.  If you would like to help –
contact Donna Redepenning.

Our Tupperware fund raiser ended at our November
meeting.  I do not have the numbers but it sounds like that
fund raiser did well for us also.  Thank you everybody who
participated by selling or purchasing.

I wish you all a Happy Holiday Season.
Until next month...

by Jan Reiter, Unit 102 Secretary

The regular meeting of Edward B. Cutter American Legion
Auxiliary was held on Tuesday, November 7, 2006 at 7:00
pm.  President Dawn McCrady called our meeting to order.
The prayer, pledge, preamble and singing of God Bless
America opened the meeting.

Home Service:  The Auxiliary will be collecting
commemorative, express mail, foreign and air mail stamps,
picture postcards and S&H stamps.  Trim stamps to 1/4 of an
inch around the entire stamp and leave the stamps on the
postcards.

Junior Activities:  At the October meeting the Juniors made
placemats and decorations for the Early Bird Dinner and
helped out at the Silent Auction.  They went to the 10th
District Fall Fun Day on October 21st in Fridley.  October
28th was the Juniors Fundraiser and they had a wonderful
fundraiser and made a profit of $1,177.11.  Sue Nunnelee
thanked everyone who helped out on October 27th and 28th
with the Juniors.  Sue suggested that the Juniors do not need
all of this money in their account, she suggested that half of
this amount be put into the Unit's General Fund.

Donations approved from Poppy Fund (15) and General
Fund (10) were:
Minneapolis VA Medical Center  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100
Minnesota Veterans Homes (2)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 150
American Legion Fund for Hospitalized Vets  . . . . . . . . . . . 75
Veterans Job Training Program  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75
Christmas Gift Shop  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
American Legion Auxiliary Hospital Program  . . . . . . . . . . . 75
Minnesota Stand Down . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Fort Snelling Rifle Squad  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Dept. Junior Conference Dues  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
National American Legion Auxiliary Emergency  . . . . . . . 100
Legionville  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50
Forgotten Children  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
St. Cloud VA Medical Center  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Five Dollar Bill Shower  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
10th District Act. Fund  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200
Vet Volunteer Transportation Program  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Veterans Rest Camps (2)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
National Creative Arts Festival  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
National American Legion Child Welfare Foundation  . . . 100
10th District's President Project  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Dept. American Legion Auxiliary Emergency Fund  . . . . . 100
Fisher House . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50
Children's Miracle Network  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50
Dept. Scholarship Fund  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Armed Forces Center  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50

New Business:  Donna Redepenning reported on Fall
Conference.  Our Dept. President is collecting socks for the
trooops and we want to think about what we are going to do
for that.  The Poppy centerpiece contest, the people's choice
was won by Cathy Newman.  Sandy Phillips presented her
with her prize.  We also won a national award for our
website.

JAN'S JOTTINGS

Auxiliary 2007 Membership
Unit membership into Department is 336

92% of our GOAL of 366!!

The 2nd Dues Notice from National was sent in
November (received in Anoka Nov. 10) with this statement:
remit by January 1, 2007.

Hopefully, all members not yet paid will send their dues
as soon as possible before that date!!  We want to have
our GOAL and ALL TIME HIGH by January 1st!!!

Send your senior dues ($20 payable to: American Legion
Auxiliary) to me at:

Betty Erickson
1826 Cressy Ave.,  Anoka, MN 55303
or pay at the pull tab booth at the Post.
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Past Pres. & Past Cmdr.
Christmas Dinner

A Christmas Dinner for all Past Post
Commanders, Past Auxiliary
Presidents and Past Sons of the
American Legion Commanders and
spouses will be held Monday,
December 11th at the Post Club
Rooms.  Social hour will be from 6:00
p.m. to 7:00 and dinner served at 7:00
p.m.  A Roast Pork Loin Dinner and all
the trimmings will be served by Ron’s
Catering at the cost of $11.00 per
person.

If you wish to support our Troops
during this holiday season bring a
couple of items for them.  Suggested
items are hard candies, snacks such as
crackers, beef sticks; canned and
packaged meats such as tuna and
chicken; personal hygiene items, small
games, crossword puzzles, etc.

We hope you can join us for an
evening of fun and renewing old
friendships.

Please make your checks ($11.00 per
person)  out to Sandy Phillips and mail
them to me at:  10421 Palm Street NW.
Coon Rapids, MN 55433 by December
5, 2006 or bring them to the December
Post and Auxiliary meetings on
December  5th.

If you have any questions please
contact any of us.

Sandy Phillips   763-754-3800
Past President Parley Chairman

Cathy Newman   763-757-2034
Past President Parley Co-Chairman

Al Springer   612-802-0677
Past Commander’s Chairman

Attention
Lap Robe Makers

If you knit or crochet - the lap robe
sizes have changed.  The new sizes
are 25" X 25", 27" x 27" and 30" x 30".
This is because they are needed for
amputees in wheel chairs.  Any larger
are too big for our purposes.

If you have already made some larger,
I will take them.  If you want to do
sewn lap robes the size is 3' X 5' made
of all cotton washable material.  One
layer of outing flannel between 2 layers
of cotton percale sheets or other cotton
material.  Washable afghans are
allowed in nylon material also.

This note comes from the Department
office.  Thank you for all your help for
our veterans.

Cathy Newman - VA& R Chairman

Miller New Product Tasting
Wednesdays,  6:00 - 8:00 pm

December 6 "Indulge Yourself"
Classic Chocolate Lager

December 13 "Drink Different"
Hard Creamers

December 20 "Christmas in a Bottle"
Brreckenridge Christmas Ale

December 27 "Grab a Big Butt"
Leinenkugel's Big Butt Dopplebock

Past Presidents Parley
BAKE SALE

at
New Years Day Brunch

January 1, 2007

Proceeds to
Parley

Projects!

Spend New Years Eve
at Post 102

Squishy Mud Band

FREE
hors d'oeuvrs at midnight

& party favors

Charitable Giving Guide
It's that time of year again when you get bombarded with requests for
contributions.  Who you do give to can be a dilemma but, not if you have a guide
from the Charities Review Council of Minnesota.

This guide is free:  call 651-224-7030.

They will send a giving guide that will make your selection easy.  Those charities in
this guide that are NOT appoved have the reasons why on the last page of this
guide.

Gordy Berquist



Early Bird Dinner Festivities were held
Monday, October 14th

With 103 senior and junior members attending the spaghetti dinner by Catering
Central.  The Juniors made Halloween placemats and really cute individual
decorations.

Members were honored for their years of continuous membership and the initiation
ceremony was conducted by Unit Past Presidents and Parley Chairman Sandy
Phillips.

The Silent Auction, with many tables of very nice items, was a hit!  A total of $532
was raised – to be used for our Auxiliary programs.

Thank you all for attending, for bringing all those wonderful items, for being
members of Unit 102 and for making this night special!

25 year member Connie Engstrom
(unable to attend)

Mae Bethel, Joni Lauck & Misty McMilleon

20 year members (seated L-R)
Dorothy Batko, Carol Hathaway
Jaye Johnson and Marlene Palm

(unable to attend)
Irene Breth, Julie Donaldson & Linda

Fredrickson

40 year members seated L-R:
Liz Abeln, Julie Abeln Smith
Mary Sell & Betty Erickson

standing L-R:
Joanie Abeln Braun, Sue Abeln &

Hope Stewart
unable to attend:  Loretta Dale

All groups pictured with
President Dawn

55 year members seated L-R:
June Bendix, Doris Adkins

Claribel Berghorst and Lorraine Hostetler

45 year member Ginny Dahlheimer

Members unable to attend this event
30 years:  Diane Bohn, Candy Fisher, Sandy Longfellow and Jean Reynolds

35 years:  Jean Clauer, Joleen Connoy and Norah Wyman
50 years:  Lillian Erickson

Thanks and Thanks

The apples are all bagged and
delivered (1065).  Now I truly believe in
the old saying “Many hands make light
and fast work”.

Those that helped were Betty and
Bud Redepenning, Donna and
Commander Darrel Redepenning, Al
and Dawn Springer, Sandy and Larry
Phillips, Cathy and Cliff Newman,
Jonathan and Howard Osbourne (SAL
members), Rick Oeschlager, Karen Orr,
Darlene Thell, Jeanene Hays, Barb
Fechner and Kathy Zwerdling.

The heavy work is delivering apples
to the schools.  Betty, Bud and Al are
the old faithfuls who deliver every year;
Jan, Ralph and Larry also delivered.
There were 13 schools that received
the apples.

Thanks to Sandy for making the
cards and Cliff for delivering the apples
to the Post.  Another successful
American Education Week!

Mary Cameron & Kathy Zwerdling
Education Committee

Thank You
A Big Thank You to all those that

helped make our Auxiliary Fund Raiser
Casino Overnight Bus Trip to Jackpot
Junction on October 22nd a big
success.

Game prizes were donated by unit
members, the SAL, Ron’s Catering, the
Post and local businesses. Also, a big
Thank You to Gopher Travel for their
courteous service and beautiful bus for
making our 2 + hour trip most
enjoyable.

Another bus trip is tentatively
scheduled for March 2nd & 3rd, 2007.
Mark your calendars and make plans to
join us.

Carol Hathaway & Sandy Phillips
Chairmen
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Initiation
New members initiated L-R:

Sara Vetter, Verna Witt,
Kathleen St. Hilaire and

Monika Oelschlager
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