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Adjutant's   Notes
by Wayne D. Wallace

The Post Executive Committee meeting held November 27, 2007
heard the minutes from the previous meeting and reports from
finance, clubroom and gambling.

The matter pertaining to the hospital equipment fund was brought
before the Executive Committee.  The fund is out of money for the
purchase and upkeep of the equipment.  Funds are derived from
donations by the users of the equipment but very few give a
donation for using the equipment.  Letters were sent to all the
surrounding veterans organizations requesting donations to support
our hospital equipment program since many of the citizens from
these communities have used our equipment extensively.  No reply
was received from any of the veterans organizations so the
Executive Committee adopted a revised policy concerning the
future use of our hospital equipment.  See ad on this page.

Mr. Tom Kaliher from our accounting firm Cornell Kahler Shidell
& Mair was present to review the 3rd Quarter Financial Statement
with the Executive Committee.  After review, the primary concern
was the drastic decrease in income from the bar and gambling in
respect to the 1st and 2nd Quarters and one year ago.  There is no
doubt, the "no smoking" ban has had a big effect on our patronage
as it has on the surrounding American Legion and VFW clubs.  In
the past, many of our members have stated they don't come into the
club because they cannot stand the smoke.  Well!!!, there is no
smoke anymore.

The Executive Committee reviewed the proposed 2008 Post
Budget as presented by the Post Budget Committee.  There being
no changes made, the proposed 2008 Post Budget was
recommended for approval to the Post General Membership.

The Executive Committee reviewed all requests for donations and
those approved were recommended for approval to the Post
General Membership.

The Post General Membership meeting held December 4, 2007
heard the minutes from the previous meeting and reports from Post
officers and committee chairmen.

Adjutant reported Post member Robert Christianson has passed
away.

Adjutant reported (739) members are signed for 2008.  We are
currently (26) members behind one year ago.  For the unpaid 2008
members, we ask that you please renew your membership dues as
soon as possible to assist Post 102 in attaining goal.

The proposed 2008 Post Budget was presented to the Post General
Membership.  After some discussion, but no changes made, the
2008 Post 102 Budget was approved.  For the first time, in a long
time, many areas of the budget has to reduced or deleted due to the
projected shortage in income from charitable gambling.

The following Lawful Purpose donations/expenses projected for
expenditure in December 2007 were approved by the Post General
Membership:
1. Wild Game Dinner (Veterans from St. Cloud & Mpls. VAMC's) ...... $500
2. School Patrol Christmas Party ............................................................... 500
3. Fort Snelling Memorial Rifle Squad ...................................................... 200
4. North Suburban Concert Band ............................................................... 500
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5. City of Anoka (Water/light costs) ....................................................... 2,200
6. Centerpoint Energy (Gas costs) ............................................................. 500
7. Anoka County Courgars (Special Olympics - MN) .............................. 150
8. U.S. Treasury (Tax on wagering) .......................................................... 600
9. Assist needy veterans / families .......................................................... 1,500
10. Emergency money .................................................................................. 500

Total taxes paid on gambling proceeds for November 2007:
Minnesota Revenue:  $2,910       U.S. Treasury:  $260

New members accepted by the Post General Membership were:  David
J. Elicerio, James Bonniwell, Jr. and Robert L. Klinkner.  We welcome
you gentlemen into Post 102 and hope to see and meet you at our
monthly Post meeting held the first Tuesday of each month at 7:30
PM.

NOTE:  Due to Christmas and New Years Day falling on
Tuesdays, the Post Executive Committee will be held Thursday,
December 27th at 7:00 PM and the Post General Membership
meeting on January 8th at 7:30 PM.

Post 102 extends sincere
sympathy to the family of

ROBERT J. CHRISTIANSON
Robert was a 41 year member of Post 102

and a Korean War Veteran.

POST HOSPITAL EQUIPMENT
Effective January 1, 2008 . . . .
Call Frank Menter 763-421-7277 during the
following hours only for an appointment to pick up
any equipment:

10:00 AM - Noon Monday
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM Thursday
Noon - 2:00 PM Saturday

Only members of our Post, Auxiliary and Sons of
The American Legion and their respective families
will be allowed use of our hospital equipment.

Anyone else wanting to use the equipment will
have to have a member of the Post 102 family
serve as their sponsor.
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Commander’s
Column

Gary Munkholm

Happy New Year To All!

Thanks to the "Masses" that attended the December meeting for the
budget vote.  All is good.

The libations afterwards were great.  The meat loaf meal was out of
this world!

Rory Omdahl is doing well but still is recovering.  Please keep him
in your thoughts and prayers.

Don't forget the Mid-Winter Conference here at the Post, January
5th.  That means you must attend!

Our membership now stands at 153 members – 91%! YES!

Thanks to the great SAL cooking team headed by Jim Batters for
the job they did for the Wild Game dinner.

Thanks again and remember
"Whatever It Takes"

S.A.L. NEWS
   by

Commander
Lance Nelson

It was good to see many of you helping out at the Veterans Wild
Game dinner.    Many thanks go to Al Springer for organizing the
event and the SAL who served 94 meals this year for the Veterans.
It’s always fun to try the many different donated wild game meats
prepared for the event.  Thanks also go out to Cliff Newman and
his helpers for providing the annual School Patrol Christmas party
at our club in early December.

With the membership drive in full swing I need to remind club
members to pay your dues and keep your continuous years of
membership going.  If you haven’t kept up on dues you may
receive a phone call from one of our members with a friendly
reminder to get them paid.   Don’t forget to keep asking the people
you talk to if they are a member of The American Legion.  It just
takes a minute to fill out an application to have them join.

We are busy planning the 10th District Mid-Winter Conference
which is being hosted by our own Anoka Legion family.  Be sure
to put January 5th on your calendar to attend and better yet
volunteer to help us with hosting it.   All of you snow birds in the
south will miss out on the Conference and you are also missing the
beautiful white snow on the ground for a spectacular white Holiday
Season.  Hope you snow birds have fun trying to decorate the
cactus and palm trees for the Holidays.

Lastly, let me ask you to consider getting involved with the running
and operation of your American Legion Post 102 and the
clubhouse.  I hope you caught the word ‘your’ because the Legion
Post and clubhouse belong to every current dues paying member.  I
hear many good and bad things, suggestions, and recommendations
during my visits to the club from many of you.  Each of you can
make your own difference in the way the club operates by getting
involved.  Join one of the committees and be sure to make the
general meetings the first Tuesday of every month.  Don’t forget,
with New Years Day 2008 falling on the first Tuesday, we will be
moving our general meeting to January 8th.

I hope everyone had a good holiday.  Don't forget our New Years
Day Brunch, or the 10th District Mid-Winter Conference on the 5th
of January.

Please help support your club, also sign up a new member.  We
have food on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday nights.

From the Desk of

Lannie Vaughn
Club Manager:

Edward B. Cutter
American Legion Post 102

400 West Main St.
Anoka, MN  55303

Lannie Vaughn - Manager                763-421-0883

Hall Rental  •  Catering
Weddings - Banquets - Private Parties



2008 Wild Game Dinner
On December 8, 2007 our 40th Annual Wild Game Dinner was
held to feed our veterans from Mpls. VA, St. Cloud VA, Chapter
470 Vietnam Vets and MN Assistance Council.  Total fed with the
help of Legionnaires, SAL and others was 94.  The best turnout
ever.

County Commissioner Don and Kathy Erhart were here again and
they really enjoyed the meal.

Our own Anoka County Service Officer Duane Krueger and family
(pictured with Al) was here plus Laura Bartley - the Asst. Anoka
County Service officer and family enjoyed the dinner too.

Many thanks to so many people.  I hope I don't miss anyone.  All
this help makes it easy for me to organize this event every year and
again thank you all.

Tim Kelsey supplies the pheasants
Martha Weaver, Sam Orr, Gary Alberts and Tom Hogquist

supplied venison.
Charlie Heemer supplied bear roast

Greg, Dave and Rhonda Amon of "Dear Willy's" supplied venison
and Willy Redepenning brought it to the Post.

Thanks to Terry Johnson and Jim Batters who are in charge of
preparing, cooking and lining up their kitchen crew.  WOW - what
a job they did this year.  Great Job.  They had 9 helpers in the
kitchen.

Thanks to Commander Gary Munkholm who welcomed our guests
and Sam Orr who said the prayer.

Thanks to Wayne Wallace who supplies the budget for this event
and gets a crew to play bingo and give away a little money for the
veterans.  They sure had fun.

Again, thanks to our Legion Post for hosting this event.  Thanks to
all who helped make this the best wild game dinner ever.

Thanks to All Veterans

Al Springer - Chairman
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WE ARE LOOKING FOR YOUR HELP
IN A FUNDRAISER FOR 2008

Do your vacation plans for next year
include a cruise?  (Champlin Legion
Post 600) is working with Carrousel
Travel and Royal Caribbean Cruises in a
Fundraiser effort that will bring a check
back to our Post of $100 per cabin
booked.  This is money set aside for
non-profit organizations such as ours.
Enjoy cruising with your friends; your

patronage will help support your Legion Post.  For more
information please call Judy at 651-762-0420 or Vinny at
763-493-2340.



Duke Grosslein….Grand
Marshal of  the 2007 Anoka
Halloween Grand Day Parade on
October 27.  Although born in
Fridley, Duke became an Anokan
at age 3 when the family with
Delores, Bob and Duke moved
here and August E. Grosslein Sr.
started the Anoka Bottling Co. in
1929. The plant, on 7th Ave. by
the railroad tracks, bottled soda
pop in all flavors and distributed
Near Beer during Prohibition;

after that, they sold different beer brands. Duke's mother Caroline
died in 1938. Living in Swede Town, Duke attended Washington
School and Anoka High through his junior year when he was
drafted in 1943.

A Navy Seabee for 3 years, Duke served in the Pacific, New
Guinea and the Philippines; he was a 2nd Class SSM, expert
rifleman (coming from MN – hunting squirrels, etc.), served in a
stevedore battalion unloading cargo ships into the ducks. Near the
island of Samar, this included unloading bombs for the B24’s
bombing the surrounding areas and Tokyo. His ship, the Torrence,
earned 3 stars; after being strafed, the Seabee gunnery crew shot
down a Japanese Zero.

Duke was discharged in 1946; he finished his senior year at
West High in Mpls. with enough credits to be a graduate of the
Anoka Class of 1944.  In 1947, he returned to the family business
to work with his Dad and brother Bob; on June 14, 1947, he
married LaVerne Beckman (celebrating 60 years this year).  Duke
and LaVerne had 3 children, Carolyn, Nancy (Mrs. Tom Blaska)
and Dana; Carolyn died in 1965. They have 3 grandchildren and 6
great-grandchildren.

Dad Gus passed away in 1972, Bob retired in 1976; so Duke
reorganized that year bringing in Dana, Nancy and Tom to help run
the business. At present, Duke and LaVerne are co-chairman of the
Board of Directors. Brother Bob passed away in 1996.

Duke has sponsored numerous sports teams and been involved
in many organizations: Anoka Golf Club for 60 years, past
president MN Beer Wholesalers, Anoka Lions, DAV Mpls., Anoka
Lodge #30, Order of Elks, participated in Scottish Rite USA and
Zurah Shrine Temple.  Duke is a 55 year member and a past
commander of Anoka VFW Post 1043, continuing with Coon
Rapids VFW.

A 55 year member of Edward B. Cutter Post 102, Duke was a
member of the only 1st Place MN State Legion Bowling Team
from Anoka Post. On March 25, 1983 in Waite Park, Team #5 was
shuffled from Sunday to Saturday and bowled 3009 actual, 3087
with handicap. They had to wait one day for the tournament results.
Bowlers were team captain Buster LaTuff 604, Dale Hentges 630,
Howie Zunker 584, Paul Losen 534 and Duke 657. Throughout the
years of traveling to Legion bowling tournaments, Grosslein
Beverages always supplied plenty of beverages for the hospitality
room.

Duke and Grosslein Beverages have been the only continuous
advertiser in this  Post 102 Paper from the first to the last issue
when ads were sold – from January 1974 thru February 2006.
Thank you Duke!

Mary Cameron….was honored at a
special service about stewardship at Zion
Lutheran Church in Anoka on Sunday,
November 11, 2007 for her 56 years of
teaching Sunday school. Mary spent an
hour a week sharing the story of Jesus
with her class of choice – 4 year olds.
Rev. Tim Johnson explained that they
don’t single out any one person’s
generosity but Mary’s efforts go above
and beyond.  Kept a secret from Mary,
her family was there, Ralph and Jean

Cameron and niece Joan of Anoka, sister Betty and niece Sue from
South Dakota.  Mary was very surprised when Rev. Tim called her
to the front to present her special plaque…

Mary Cameron, child of God,
servant of others, lover of Jesus,

teacher of children

Born in South Dakota, Mary grew up and graduated from Anoka,
Class of 1939; worked as a bookkeeper for Daytons, cared for her
parents until their deaths in the 1960’s and until recently lived in
the family home on 5th & Monroe.  She now lives in Walker Plaza
in downtown Anoka where she knows probably two-thirds of the
residents.

Until a serious fall a few years ago while traveling in Canada (and
had to stay a week in a hospital with everyone speaking only
French), Mary had volunteered every Wednesday night at Mercy
Hospital since 1964 – logging an estimated 5000 hours over the
years. Mary also had been an Eastern Star girls group guardian for
30 years; a volunteer with Anoka County WIC and she helped
seniors with their income tax forms.

Mary was President of Edward B. Cutter Unit 102 in 1989-90
(Commander Gil Dullinger); she served as Chaplain, Treasurer,
other offices and committees and is currently chairman of
Education (watching over the apple wrapping for American
Education Week) and Legislation – both of which she has chaired
for many years. Mary received her 35 year continuous member pin
at the Early Bird Dinner in October.
Mary celebrated her 88th birthday on November 10th – the
anniversary of the American Legion Auxiliary.

Editors note: excerpts for this article were  taken from an article by
Union Editor Mandy Moran Froemming (Anoka County Union –
November 23, 2007).
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ANOKA COUNTY
VETERANS SERVICE OFFICE

GOVERNMENT CENTER
Room 233
2100 3rd Avenue
Anoka, MN 55303-2265

DUANE R. KRUEGER
DIRECTOR

PHIL O'DONNELL
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

LAURA BARTLEY
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

763-323-5290

Our Members
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The regular meeting of Unit 102 was held on December 4th, which
was a wintry night and many members were absent but enough
members were in attendance to meet our quorum.

Junior Activities Leader Sue Nunnelee reported that the Juniors
met on November 10th and made Christmas cards for the AMRTC
gift shop.    The Juniors will hold their Christmas Party on
December 8th.  They have offered to help at the Mid-winter
Conference.

VA&R Chairman Cathy Newman reported that 25 cards were
made and delivered to the Veterans at AMRTC for Veteran’s Day.
She also enclosed a flag pin in each card. She also reported on the
AMRTC gift shop that was held on December 3rd.  There were
many Unit members present singing and bringing good cheer to the
Veterans present.  From our Unit she presented Christmas
stockings with candy in them to the Veterans.

Fund Raisers: The hamburger fries on the 1st Sunday of the
month have been successful and a good fund raiser, however we
are in  need of  more volunteers to help with these or we  will have
to give up this fund raiser.  If you can help on a Sunday afternoon
please give President Norah or chairman Donna Redepenning a
call.    Wreath chairman Sandy Phillips reported on the wreath
sales.  Almost $600 was made and hopefully if we do this again
next year we will get more support from our members as our goal
was to make $1,000.00 from this fund raiser.   We do thank all the
members that promoted the wreaths to their neighbors, friends and
co-workers.

Children and Youth funds helped 2 families for Christmas.  Gifts
and gift cards were purchased for the families.

Past President’s Parley Chairman Donna Redepenning took
reservations for the Past Commander and Past Presidents Christmas
Dinner to be held on December 13th.
She also reminded all Past Presidents to bring their bake goods to
the New Years Day Brunch by 10:00 AM .   If you are unable to
participate cash donations are welcomed.

Sandy Phillips,
For Secretary Jan Reiter

JAN'S JOTTINGS
by Jan Reiter

Past Presidents Parley
BAKE SALE

at
New Years Day Brunch

January 1, 2008

Proceeds to
Parley

Projects!

2008
Spend New Years Eve

at Post 102
Band ~ Extreme Drivers

FREE
hors d'oeuvrs at midnight

& party favors
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President's Column
Norah Wyman

Membership Eligibility - Any Veteran who served at least one day
of active duty during eligibility dates and your relationship to the
Veteran is by one of the following, you are eligible to join the
Auxiliary.

� Mother
� Wife
� Sister
� Daughter

� Granddaughter
� Great-Granddaughter
� Self
(step-relative also apply)

AUXILIARY UNIT 102
Edward B. Cutter Post 102, Anoka, MN  55303

Ask any
Auxiliary Member.
They will be happy

to sign you up.

Greetings one and all...
Wishes for a Happy Holiday Season to you all... I wish I was a poet
and could write a lovely poem or even a one liner for a greeting
card...No Such luck!

All I can say is we have been busy and there is no end to the
outreach for troops, families and the community...

The weather on December 4th for our regular monthly meeting was
not good but we did have some brave members who ventured out
to attend the meeting.

Reach out to those in need and make a phone call to cheer someone
who may be home bound....

Wear smiles on your faces and sing holiday songs and dress warm
when you go outside....

Eat Drink and Exercise......All in moderation..............

I look forward to seeing lots of you at the Post on New Years Day
for Brunch....We can share resolutions in friendly conversation......!

Sincerely
Norah

School Patrol Christmas Party
December 1, 2007
The Post's annual school patrol Christmas party was held
December 1, 2007 from 10 am to 12 noon, with 106 school
patrollers in attendance from three Anoka schools.  The students,
chaperones and parents were entertained for the first hour by one of
Anoka's Canine Units - Officer Mark Yates and partner Champ (3
yr. old German Shepherd).  Officer Yates gave a great presentation
on the handling and care of canine units.  Anoka can be proud of
these units.

The next hours of entertainment were by Top Ten Karoke (Sandy
Arneld).  The students really enjoy this part.

Post 102 provided pop, popcorn, hot dogs, chips, cookies and
candy canes along with holiday greetings and smiles.  The school
patrol provides a very important service to this community.

Thanks to the following for their help:  Al Springer, Darrel
Redepenning, Gordy Berquist, Joe Zimmerman, Bill Engstrom,
Rick Oelschlager, Larry Phillips, Greg Warbowski and Lannie
Vaughn.

Cliff Newman
Chairman

Mid-Winter Conference
The Anoka American Legion family will be hosting this years 10th
District Mid-winter Conference on January 5th at the Legion.  The
Conference starts at 9:00 a.m.

District Commander John Torma, Auxiliary President Pam Hoshal,
and SAL Commander Marv Jonas will be leading the Conference.
This conference is a great place to learn about all the programs that
The American Legion and Auxiliary have to offer

The Conference is open to all Legion, Auxiliary and SAL members
and everyone is invited to come.  If you are a member of Post 102
Legion family registration is free.  You may call Sue Nunnelee at
421-7605 with your intent to attend for registration purposes and to
make sure we will have enough lunch for everyone.

We are also looking for volunteers for that day.  If you have a
couple of hours to spare that day please contact me at 754-3800.
You can attend part of the Conference as well as volunteer – what a
great way to start the New Year!  If you have any questions please
feel free to call me or any Legion or Auxiliary officer.

Sandy Phillips,
Chairman

NOT Almost There –
39 More Needed To Renew!

If you have not yet renewed your 2008 Auxiliary dues – please
send them in now!!  Mail $20 (payable to American Legion
Auxiliary) to:

Betty Erickson,  1826 Cressy Ave., Anoka, MN 55303.

Years of members not yet paid include 38, 31, 29, 27, 27, 24 and
range from 19 years down to 2 (who were new members just last
year).

If there is a problem in paying your dues, please let me know
(763-421-4562).

Paid members  can attend the New Years Day Brunch!
(If you are not paid and want to attend, you may pay that day.)

Really waiting to hear from you,
Betty Erickson
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W

ar B
ond R

ally
at H

igh School

1943:
W

ashington School P
TA

votes to hire
lunch lady.

Jan. 15, 1943:
A

ll tires m
use be

inspected by
official tire inspector

to secure gas.

Jan. 22, 1942:
38 A

noka A
ir R

aid
Senior W

ardens
registered and
finger printed.

1945:
W

restling m
ade it’s

first appearance
in A

H
S A

thletic
history.


